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The Psalms are Poetry
and Song — Art and
Expressionare God’s
idea and part of His
plan for each of us

The Psalms are filled
with pure, perfect,
inspired art

Creativity and Reason
come together and kiss
in the Book of Psalms

* Thisbook is a collection
of songs, poems and
prayers by a number of
authors

* Justas we studied
Revelation as Prophecy
we will study the
Psalms as poetry

* We find that the Psalms
contribute to every
major branch of
Theology
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* Inorder to appreciate
art (and interpret
Scripture) properly we
must recognize the
contextin which it was
written

* Thisis the national
prayer book and
hymnal of Israel and as
such we will approach
it realizing some key
distinctions

¢ The distinction of

Church and Israel

The distinction of Law
and Grace

While there are
immense differences
between the position of
the saints of Israel and
the position of Church
age saints there is also
a great thread of
continuity we will see.
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* The book of Psalms was ¢ Thus, many of the
written by Israelites, for prayers and songs of

Israelites. Israel were related to
* Israel is God’s chosen the land, physical
earthly nation blessings and the

« God has given them coming of the Messiah

unconditional promises * We will not be

of Land, Blessingand a “spiritualizing” the text
unique relationship to to mean something
the Messiah that He appropriate to us when

will be faithful to. it does not apply.
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While one becomesan ¢ TheJews correctly

Israelite by physical expected physical
birth, we become blessing as a result of
Christians by Spiritual their obedience to the
Birth (John 1:12). Law of Moses

When a person puts * Wein the Church are
their faith in Jesus given unconditional
Christthey are saved by spiritual blessings in
Grace, and receive the Christ by grace

blessings that become  « The view of trials is
oursin Him radically different
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* The Israelite nation was

under the Law, and
their behavior dictated
whether they would be
blessed or cursed as a
nationand as
individuals

* We find, resoundingly,
in Romans 6-8 that the
Church age saint is not
under Law but under
grace (Romans 6:14)

The Holy Spirit operates
differently between
Israel and the Church

In Israel the Holy Spirit
descended on
individuals and special
times for special
purposes

We in the church are
sealed and
permanently indwelt
with the Holy Spirit
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We should not pray
Psalm 51:11 with David
David had seen the
Spirit of the Lord
abandon Saul, when he
sinned

For the Church age
believer the Spirit is not
just “on” us, He is IN us
(1 Corinthians 3:16;
6:19) permanently.

God is always loving,
always gracious, always
merciful in His very
essence

While there are
similarities we will not
read our position and
relationship with God
into Israel, or try to
assume their
relationship to God as
ourown.
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* For the believer today
the word “Law” very
commonly means the
10 commandments or
the 613 laws of the
Torah

* However, the Israelite
made no distinction
and we will frequently
see the word “law”
used as a synonym for
“Scripture”

* For the Psalmist

“salvation” very
commonly means
physical salvation from
real enemies

National Salvation

The New Testament
speaks of salvation
chiefly in terms of
spiritual and eternal
terms



[image: image9.png]Hebrew Poetry

In Hebrew, as in
English, poetry is meant
to be read as poetry
Simile, metaphor and
other figurative
language is used readily
to describe the reality
Literal Interpretation
verses “Hyper-
Literalism”

Figurative language
intendsa literal
meaning

* Hebrew poetry differs
from our poetry in that
it focuses on rhyming
meanings, rather than
sounds.

* Parallelismis a
powerful method of
clarification and poetic
reinforcement

* Additionally we will see
the consistent Hebrew
pattern of describing
the whole by its halves
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* The parallelism of
Hebrew Poetry most
often showsitself in
couplets or triplets

* Thismay be a
repetition in the
positive or a repetition
in the negative

* Chiasmis another
structure that the
Hebrew mind would
have used readily

* Another, more familiar
structure, that was
used in Hebrew Poetry
was the Acrostic, where
each sentence or
section began with the
next letter of the
Hebrew alphabet

* These were also
memory aids to keep
the information at
mind, which we can
take advantage of!
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Many believers have * How do we reconcile
found the Psalms that this to Jesus’ command
involve the cursing of to love enemies and
enemies. (Imprecatory pray for those who
Psalms) persecute?

These psalms involve * We find, throughout
harsh judgments where the Bible, the call to
the Psalmist calls down love others as well as to
God’s curses on his hate evil

enemies (ex. Psalms 6; o Eyilis not just an
35; 69; 109, and others) abstraction
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We will see that the
bulk of the meaning of
the Psalms is revelation
for all of the Ages

Itis about God and His
Character (11:7)

God as the Creator, and
Lord of all Creation
(102:25-26)

Specific promises and
details about the
Messiah (22; 110:1)

* The Bible, the Word of
God and its role in the
life of the believer

* Worship and Praise of
God as a daily reality

* Prayer

* Godly relationships
with others

* Prophecy

¢ Confession—

acknowledging our
need for Him
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The Character of God is
forever and unchanging

As we will see, we
share much in common
with the Saints of all
ages because we share
the same God.

He s still a strong
tower, a fortress for
those who trust in Him
He takes responsibility
for the saints of all ages
as our Good Shepherd

* The Psalms affirm that
He is in control, and
that He can be trusted
atall times

* His Word is always
Faithfuland True and
will never return to Him
void. In this or any age

* While this book is not
addressed directly to us
in the Church, itis yet a
rich treasure trove for
each of us to know God
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“The Psalms are full of Christ. There is a more
complete picture of Him in the Psalms than in the
Gospels. The Gospels tell us that He went to the
mountain to pray, but the Psalms give us His prayer.
The Gospels tell us that He was crucified, but the
Psalms tell us what went on in His own heart
during the Crucifixion. The Gospels tell us He went
back to heaven, but the Psalms begin where the
Gospels leave off and show us Christ seated in
Heaven.”

PSALMS: Chapters 1-41, J. Vernon McGee
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Above all, the Psalms
teach us what God
really wants out of us
as a body and each of
us as individuals. (5:3)
He desires that we
would know Him, trust
Him, and seek after
Him in all things and
above all other earthly
things. (16:2)

* We trustin Him alone

for salvation, for grace,
for mercy, for peace, for
life.

We see that He knows
us, all of our ways, our
words, thoughts and
deeds, and loves us.

So much that He was

willing to send His Son
to save us.
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