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* As we discussed last
week in our
introduction we are
going to spend much of
our study in Psalms in
comparison and
contrast

* As we look at the Bible
we have seen that
there is a clear
distinction between the
church and Israel

We will be looking very
precisely at what the
psalmist meant in the
context of the Law

Then we will examine
carefully how the
relationship that the
Jew shared with God
was similar to or differs
from the relationship
we in the Church have
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The book of psalms
opens with a blessing.

“Happiness” falls short
as a definition for this
word

Job5:17-18

This is deeper than
simple emotion

This word involves the
idea of a fuller, deeper
sense of well-being

* For the psalmist, and
his audience, this
involved physical,
financial and national
blessing

* Inthe Hebrew this is
plural, intensifying its
meaning: “O how very
blessed the man...”

* Here is our first major
distinction.
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* When the Old * Second - Blessing in the
Testament saint spoke Old Testament was
about blessing there chiefly physical -
are two major involving land,
distinctions at play prosperity and physical

* First— Blessings under wellbeing
the Law were * Blessingsin the Church
contingentupon are Spiritual —and we
obedience have been given all of

« Blessings under Grace them, unconditionally!

are given as a free gift
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* Thefirst three

statements about this
first man are all
negative

The first verse of
Psalms is also our first
Hebrew Poetry Pattern

As we look at the
structure of this triplet
we see that each line
amplifies the one
before it

* Thereisalsoa

progression being
observed.

We see the righteous
man lives this way, but
in reverse we can see
how compromise
sneaksinto our lives

* Therighteous man is

defined by not walking
in the council of the
ungodly



[image: image6.png]Lemme’ give you some advice

The word “walk” here * The council of the

addresses the basic ungodly is often
conduct of life attractive, it may seem
The blessed man is first ~ totally benign, but
defined by not taking believers of all ages are
the advice of the to walk according to
ungodly Godly wisdom
Yet, so often the * Forthe Jew, this meant
ungodly seem to have to walk according to
such good advice! the 613
commandments of

Matthew 4:1-11
Moses.
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* Ourwalk, distinct from * There is a similarity in

the Old Testament the reality that both
saint, is to be in the Jew and Christian must
Spirit reject the “short-cut”

* Galatians 5:16 clearly approach of the
describes the operating ~ ungodly world system
procedure for the * We in the Church are
believer permanently indwelt by

* We are to spend our the Holy Spiritand
moments and hours in walking by His power is
dependence on the the method by which
Holy Spirit we will be free of the

influence of the flesh
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* While the first phrase
focuses on the daily
moment by moment
choices the second
focuses on the direction
that he is committed to

This path is the path “of
sinners”

This Hebrew word is an
intensive form —
carrying the idea of
those deliberately
missing the mark.

The third step that the
blessed man is free of is
“sitting in the seat of
scornful”

These are mockers,
those who wag their
mouths at others, in
this context the object
of scorn seems to be
God

Much of atheistic or
worldly rhetoric turns
on scorn and mocking
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* Here again, we see the
Old Testament saint is
again blessed only so
ong as his feet are on
the right path

* We in the church also
have a standing.

* Romans5:2 and

the standing of the
believer

Galatians 5:1 talk about

* This standing was given
entirely by grace
through faith the
moment a person puts
their faith in Jesus
Christ

* QOur position in the
Churchis not
dependenton our
actions, it is comes
from Christ and His
finished work on the
cross



[image: image11.png]Have a Seat

* Ephesians1and?2 * The Blessed man of
describe some of the Psalm 1 could be
immense and amazing unseated at any
riches of Grace that are moment. His seat was
the possession of every on earth.
believer who'is in Christ « The believer in Christ is

* Italso tells us that we seated high above all
have been given a seat powers and
in Christ. principalitiesand is

* We have been seatedat ~ untouchableand
the right hand of God unchangeable

(Ephesians 2:4-7)
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* Verse two addresses * Here again we see the
the issue of desire Psalmist using the

* Few things tellus more ~ Word “the Law” for all
about a person than of the revelation yet
the things that they given
want. * As we will continually

* The first positive see, the observant Jew
statement of this would look into the Law
blessed man is his day and night to make
relationship to God’s sure that he was
word. observing everything

correctly
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* Notonly does this man
delightin the Torah, but
he meditates on it day
and night

Influence of the eastern
practices of meditation
have confused our
understanding of this
word

Eastern meditation
often focuses on
“centering” or
“emptying” the mind

Biblical meditation is
far different.

This word is defined in
chiefly pictorial terms.

As a cow chewing his
cud.

As a man muttering to
himself.

Thisis one who
chatters constantly
about the word

“day and night”- always
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* The reliance upon the .
Word, and going to the
Word to interpret the
events and situations
around us is a common
feature for the saints of &
all ages

* The Old Testament
Saint, however, looked
tothe Law to carefully
observe every word, so
that he could remain

“blessed”

Int

he Church age we

also desire to be in the

wo
it...
rea

We
Bib
are

rd, and meditate on
but for a different
sons

are not going to the
e to make sure we
meeting the

standard of the Law

We

are being

transformed as we
behold the Lord

(2 Corinthians 3:18)
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* Verse 3 uses figurative
anguage, using a
familiar picture (to the
ancientreader) to
illustrate whatit is to
be in step with God

* Atree, in all cultures, is

a symbol of strength,

ongevity and
dependability

* Fruit trees could not be

cut down under the law
(Deut. 20:19-20)

“

Planted” here
translates a word that
means “transplanted”

he healthy riverside is
ot the tree’s natural
ace, it is transplanted.

> -

he picture is that as he
bserved the Law the

|d Testament saint
was planted secure

oo 4T

This is intentionally
done.
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* Aslong as this attitude
and action of
obedience to the Law
continued, the man
would be secure,
financially productive in
season and safe from
losing his personal
welfare (leaf not
withered)

* Solongas he remained
perfect...

The idea of fruitfulness
is connected to the idea
of financial prosperity
as we saw when we
looked at the Proverbs
31 woman.

We see repeatedly that
physical prosperity is by
no means promised to
the church, and is not
related to our blessings
in Christ.
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* We use the word “fruit”
as well, in the context
of the Church...

* Aren’t we always
supposed to be bearing
fruit for the Lord?

* In some circles anytime
the word “fruit” is used
the assumptionis that
evangelismis in view.

* Notonly does that have

nothing to do wi

th

what the Psalmist is

talking about he
additionally not
most important

re, it is
the
fruit in

the life of the believer.

We see, in the C
that when we ar

hurch,
e

walkingin the Spirita

different kind of
is produced

“fruit”



[image: image18.png]The Fruit of the Spirit

* Aswe remain
connected to the Vine
(Christ), His life, lived
outin us will produce
the Fruit of the Spirit
thatis described in
Galatians 5:22-23

* The fruit of the Spirit
occurs and exists
independent of outside
circumstance

* Note also the nature of

fruit

* Ahealthy tree produces

fruit through the
natural course of its
being

* So the healthy believer

grows in Christ’s
ikeness as he remains

connected to his source
of life
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Next we are told of this
man that “everything
he does prospers”

Notice, first, the
character of this man
that we have been
studying

He is steeped in the
word and his
relationship with God.

He is observant of the
Law at every point

* Does that limit the

types of things that he
would do?

fhe let greed control
his will, he would no
onger be the man
described here

* This prosperity was

promised to the
sraelites on the
condition that they
were obedient to the
Law
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Thisis a good juncture
to see the distinctions.

The Psalmist is an Old
Testament saint

Notice that blessing
here is conditioned
upon the action of the
Old Testament saint.

The focus is on
commandments and
what he does or
doesn’tdo.

The believer in Christ,
however is eternally
blessed already in the
Heavenly Places in
Christ (Ephesians 1:3)
Here again we see
physical blessing in
view; whereas church
age believers are
blessed positionally,
spiritually, right now,
with every spiritual
blessing.




[image: image21.png]It’s a question of motivation...

* The Old Testament
believer was motivated
to obey the Law
becauseif he did he
would be blessed

* He was additionally
motivated by fear of
punishmentin the case
that he transgressed
the Law

* Fearis notour
motivation (1 Jn. 4:18)

* When challenged on

this pointin Romans 6
Paul doesn’t back down
one bit

Romans 6 explains how
believers will not
continuein obedience
to their sin nature
because of what Christ
has done

* We are free from Sin

and are motivated by
gratitude and love!
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* Thelanguageis very
extreme here in

drawingthe distinction,

using repetition that is
not translated.

* This could be brought

across: “Not so the
ungodly, no not so!”

* Thisis mourningthe
reality that the ungodly
man is fully lost.

* The image of chaff
would have been very
familiar to the first
readers of this psalm

* Grain has a sort of husk
around it that when
rubbed between the
handswould come off
easily and float away in
the wind

* Thisis life apart from

the Lord in any age
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* The Bible is very clear
aboutthe Judgments.

Unbelievers will stand
before the Lord at the
Great White Throne
Judgment
(Revelation 20:11-15)

No one will be justified
there, rather, the books
of works will be opened
and people judged
according to their
deeds.

* Neither by the law, nor

by good works, and not
by clever argument. No
man will stand at that
judgment justified

* As we have seen

throughout the Bible,
their deeds cannot
justify; the only way a
person can be saved
from eternal separation
from God is by grace
through faith
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* Here, again we see a
verse that finds it’s
fulfillmentin the Book
of Revelation.

When discussing the
New Jerusalem

(Rev. 21-22) we are told
repeatedly that the
ungodly have no place
therein (Rev. 21:8, 24,
27)

Notice again that the
chief distinction that
has been made
between these two
men is their
relationship to the Law

Rather than delighting
in the word, and
meditating on it, the
ungodly man allows the
world system to dictate
his world view.
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* Forthe Psalmist, the
Lord knows clearly the
way of the righteous

* Thelaw wasa
complete system
including most every
aspect of life

* The Law would dictate
exactly what one could
or couldn’tdo in every
single situation in life

* The believer in Christ,

however, is not under
law but under Grace

Graceis also a
complete system under
which the Church age
saint operates

It is lived based on the
power of the Holy Spirit
with Whom we are
indwelt and sealed
permanently.
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* Underthe Law * Under Grace the focus
blessings are isour Lord, Jesus Christ,
conditionaland curses and what He has done
are always a word or o We find that the
deed away Heavenly Father knows

* Under Grace we are our way as well
eternally blessed inthe  « |n John 14:6 our Way is
heavenly places in clearly set out, and it is
Christ not a set of rules, itis a

* Under Law the focus is Person — Jesus Christ
on self, and everything  « [et’s worship Him now
must be done by you for His amazing grace.
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