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Psalm 23
June 26, 2011



[image: image2.png]David — a Shepherd

* Shepherdimagery was ¢ David also served the
very common to the Lord as another kind of
ancient mind shepherd as He was the

* It was particularly king of Israel
powerful imagery for * David was able to
David as he worked as a clearly see the
shepherd for much of similarity between
his younger years caring for sheep and

* David knew intimately caring for people
the courage, strength * Here, however, David
wisdom and love that sees himself as the
was needed to be a sheep and the Lord as

good shepherd His Shepherd



[image: image3.png]The Lord — THE Shepherd

t was not unusual for
ingsand rulers in the
ancient world to call

themselves shepherds

n the Lord, however,
the office of Shepherd
is truly fulfilled

saiah 40:11 applies
shepherd imagery to
the coming Messiah

This was powerful
imagery of love, care
and sacrifice

Jesus claims this title
for himself in John
10:14

Jesus fulfilled Psalm 22
as a part of this office —
aying down His life for
His sheep.

Psalm 23 focuses on
the continuingcare and
the nature of the care
of our Good Shepherd

1 Peter 5:4; Hebrews
13:20draw on this.
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* David opens this psalm
calling God by His
personal redemptive
name “Yahweh”

* This Psalm is intensely
personal. David
doesn’t say “Yahweh,
our Shepherd”; but MY
Shepherd

* David knew how a
shepherd knows and
cares for each
individual sheep

The next confident
assertion is, “I shall not
want.”

“Want” means also as
Illackll

The idea is not that the
Lord’s sheep get
everything they want,
but rather, that they
have all that they need

This Psalm highlights 6
things the Lord’s sheep
never lack



[image: image5.png]Shepherds and their Sheep

One such shepherd said, “Master, if you were to
put a cloth over my eyes, and bring me any
sheep and only let me put my hands on its face,
I could tell in a moment if it was mine or not.”

— Mackie, Bible Manners and Customs
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* The first thing to note is

that the Shepherd
makes the sheep lie
down

* Philip Keller notes that
sheep will not lie down

unless their needs are
met

* Fear of predators,
hunger or tension
within the flock will
keep sheep from lying
down as they should

* Green pastures are

difficultto come by in
the semi-arid regions of
srael

* Still waters must also

be carefully selected as
sheep will not drink
from a roaring river,
and can get very ill if
they drink stagnant,
dirty water

John 4:13-14 - Jesus
provides this water




[image: image7.png]Restoration (v. 3a)

* “Restore” here is * Should a sheep remain
translated elsewhere as overturned, or “cast”,
“repent” and means, then gasses build up
figuratively, to repair within it and it will

* Sheep can get ultimately die, or
themselves into some become easy prey for
difficult situations predators

* Asheepthatistoofat, * Whilefrighteningand
or heavy with wool can uncomfortable for the
tip over and be unable sheep, the Shepherd
to right itself sheers and monitors His

sheep regularly



[image: image8.png]Guidance (v. 3bc)

* Sheep are unable to
discern a good path
from a dangerous one

* Ancient shepherds had
well worn paths that
they would take their
sheep alongin season

* These sheep would be
taken to higher, cooler
elevationsin the
summers and lower
warmer pastures in the
cooler seasons

* These shepherd’s paths
would be the best for
the sheep, for the land
and for the shepherd

* Thereason here is
powerful — For His
name’s sake

* An unproductive flock
was not a reflection on
the sheep, but the
shepherd.

* God glorified His name
through His flock
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* The Lord protects His
sheep through all
manner of dark and
threatening situation

* Notice that the sheep
of the Lord doesn’t
“wander” or “stay” in
the valley of death’s
shadow — he is directed
and protected through
these difficult times

* Note the character of
thisvalley. Itis
characterized by “the
shadow of death”

* To the world death is
final, for the believer
deathis only a shadow
through which we pass.

* |n Christ, we have
victory (1 Cor. 15:55)
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Fear is one of the most
crippling human
conditions

David is able to live
without fear for three
major reasons

David here begins to
refer personally to God,
using “You” directed
towards God

God'’s constant
presence is David’s
comfort

* The “rod” of a
shepherd was a club
that was usually made
from an uprooted
young oak tree

* It was a weapon of
defense and a symbol
of authority and
strength

* The staff was used to
guide, correct and
countsheep



[image: image11.png]A Change in Imagery (v. 5)

* There has been some

debate as to whether
David is continuing with
shepherd imagery or
moving towards “King-
Shepherd” imagery.

While the
interpretationis not
massively affected
either way, it seems the
latter is what is in view

* For David, this was a

picture of abundancein
the face of all worldly
opposition to his reign
For us, the Lord has
provided fully for us in
Christand the world,
the flesh and the Deuvil

can do nothing but look
onin frustration

* Ephesians 1:3-14



[image: image12.png]Refreshment and Provision

* |t was common for a
benevolent host to
provide oil to anoint
the head of travel
weary guests

* This cultural tradition
was for refreshment
and for care

* It was a lavish gesture
of comfort for a guest,
communicating the
great value placed on
them by the host

Theidea of an
overflowing cup had
the sense of abundance
being poured out on
the recipient

For David this provision
was based on the
promises attached to
obedience to the Law

For us we find that we
are blessed with every
Spiritual Blessing in
Christ, always.
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* The word translated * The phrase “follow me”
“mercy” here is the is not a passive, walking
Hebrew word hesed behind, but rather a
and meant more than dogged pursuit.
just mercy * Aliteral translation

* Theidea carried may be would read, “Only good
better brought about lovingkindness will
by the word pursue me, all my life”
“lovingkindness”and « Thisverse has been
hadthe ideaof acaring  called the Romans 8:28
ove that s fully of the Old Testament

enacted by the lover



[image: image14.png]The House of the Lord
* For David the “House of ¢ John 15:4-5

the Lord” meant the * For believers today, we
tabernacle, where God find that we are seated
arranged to meet with permanently in Jesus
man in mercy and Christand are called to
fellowship abide in Him every day,
* For us, the Tabernacle moment by moment
was a picture of Jesus e Galatians2:20
Christand His presence describes the life that
withinand among us, we are to live, resting in
always. Jesus, and Him living

His life in us, every day.



[image: image15.png]Is the Lord Your Shepherd?

* Psalm 22 gave usa * Having trusted the Lord
picture of the price that for your salvation we go
Jesus paid for us to be about living the
called His sheep Christian life

* Jesus died on a cross, * We are told that the
for us, that we would way we began is the
be called His own way we are to continue

* The Lord takes personal ~ — by faith and trustin

responsibility for all His ability to do what
those who put their He promised in us
faith in His death for * Lookingto Jesus, each

them on the cross. day, trusting the
Shepherd in everything.
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