[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image6.png
Petition (v. 4)

Here the psalmist takes
his difficulty directly to
the Lord.

He asks for physical
deliverance from “the
hand of” the wicked
ones.

To be “in the hand of”
is a figure of speech for
“being in the power of”
someone.

* Here the psalmistis
subjected to men who
are categorized by
three words

* “wicked” — Morally
depraved, actively

* “unrighteous” —
deceptive, duplicitous

¢ “cruel” - lit. harshin
taste or smell, fig. to be
crueland
uncompassionate
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Good History (v. 5-8)

The Psalmist here
draws on something
thatis very important —
his personal history
with God

Ayoung believer can be
assured by what he is
told, and what he reads
in the word; the old
believer, if he has been
walking with the Lord,
can attest to it
personally.

* “hope” here comes
from the literal image
of a cord, it is another
image of security

* The psalmist recounts
his life all the way back
to his birth.

* Note the similarity, a
baby can do nothing to
defend itself, we all
survive babyhood by
the grace of God alone
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A Wonder to Behold

* Theresult of the
testimony of the
psalmistis that heis a
wonderto many

* Thisword has the sense
of a miracle or a sign

* God’s supernatural
hand is displayed, and
His faithfulnessis
demonstratedin the
life of the aged saint

* Thisis another area
that the elderly are
vitally necessary (not
optional) now in the

church age

Believers of a
need to see a

ages
nd hear

the testimony of those

who have wa

ed

faithfully with the Lord
and have witnessed His

incredible fai

thfulness
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Fears (v. 9-13)

* Verses 9-13 summarize
three of the chief fears
and difficulties of old
age.

* Abandonment—verse 9

* Thereality is thatas a
person grows older
many friends, family
and society abandon
them — the psalmist is
honest with his fear
that God may also
follow this pattern

¢ Declining Strength —

verse 9

When we are young we
can just fool ourselves
into thinking that we
are providing for
ourselves.

When we become older
thatillusion falls away,
we see the grace that
may have given us
years of productivity
was a blessing of God.
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Victimization

The third fear that the
psalmistaddresses is
the fear that he will be
victimized by some one
who sees his vulnerable
position.

This person is a
practical atheist, one
who doesn’t believe
that God will protect
and provide for His own

* Here the psalmistasks
for God’s direct
involvement.

* Notice that the
problemis taken to God
in faith, notin an
assessment of one’s
own resources

* God identifies the
enemies of His saints as
His enemies.
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Trusting, again (v. 14-16)

The word “hope” in
verse 14 has the sense
of patiently trusting, or
enduring

Itis amplified by the
word “continually”
which means, literally,
“to stretch.”

“My patient trust will
stretch on forever!”
Along with his trust,
praise pours forth

* When discussing the
characteristics of God
(righteousnessand
strength) the writer
defines them as
limitless. Is your God
limited?

* The writer recognizes
that he must rely on
God'’s strength alone

* Relying on God’s
strength will result in
God'’s glorification.
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Something to Say (v. 17-21)

Here the poet repeats
the point that the Lord
has been faithful from
his youth.

There is a difference —
in verse 5 the writer
trusted God, here he
learned from God

This author was
steeped in God’s word,
and trusted in it every
day for his life

* “wondrousworks”

translates a single
Hebrew word and can
mean “to distinguish”
In Scripture this word is
used of Abraham and
Sarah’s pregnancy; the
plagues on Egypt; the
parting of the Jordan
for Israel

The work of Jesus Christ
exceeds even all of
whatis before.
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Grayheaded

* The psalmist repeats his
request not to be
forsaken by God in his
old age, but here he
qualifies it.

He asks not to be
forsaken before he can
“declare Your strength
to this generation”
“declare” here has the
idea of showing, his life
points to God’s strength
and power

* Sometimes we feel

ignored, we may not
always get a chance to
tell people as much as
we would like to.

When we have the
opportunity to talk to
people what do we
choose to talk about?

Our message to the
next generation needs
to be singular — KNOW
THE LORD!




image14.png
Future Faith

* Verse 20 seems a clear
reference to
resurrection

* The authoris older, and
knows that he will
ultimately be buried in
the earth.

* Butheisable to face
death with an
unshakable faith and
certainty based on
God’s repeatedly
witnessed faithfulness.

* This sounds very similar
to what Paul wrote in
his final Biblical epistle
(2 Timothy 4:6-9)

* The believer is able to
face death without fear,
for the believer knows
itis only a shadow
through which we pass
on to greater glory

* What the world fears
the Saint faces with
joyous anticipation
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An Explosion of Praise (v. 22-24)

Here the poet commits
to spending his days
singing for God’s great
glory.

Here the voice is
mentioned in three
different ways (sing —
v.22, lips — v. 23, tongue
—v.24)

Praising God is a task of
eternal value that
everyone can do in
their own way.

* While the world
devalues the elderly,
segregates and ignores,
God presents a
different view.

* The elderly are those
who are able to do the
most important tasks of
all, and they have the
wisdom to do them.

* Aged saints are a great
gift of God to the
church, don’t waste it!
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Prayer of Old Age

Psalm 71
The Book of Psalms
July 24,2011
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Old Age

* The ungodly world
system places little
value on those who
have reached old age

* Materialism causes this
—value is defined by
‘productivity’

* Bothindividualsand
corporations prey on
the elderly, and little is
doneto combat it.

Once again, we see the
world’s lie is in stark
opposition to the
TRUTH of God’s Word

Psalm 71 highlights the
need for the elderly:

Their Faith
Their History
Their Encouragement

* Their Witness

Their Worship
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What do we know?

This Psalm is .
anonymously written
However we do know .
some important things

about the author .
Heis aged B
He is a musician

He has trusted in the .
Lord his entire life o

He is outspokenin
sharing the Truth

Here is the general
structure:

Confession of trust and
praise(1-3)

Petition (4)
Remembering God’s
faithfulness (5-8)
Petition (9-13)
Confession of trust and
praise (14-24)
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A Strong Refuge (v. 1-3)

* The Psalmist writes
amid great trial and
difficulty, yet opens
with a resounding
statement of faith in
the Lord

* The word translated
‘trust’ could be brought
across as ‘take refuge’

* The Psalmist has
learned to trustin the
Lord is his shelter

* Inverse 3 thisidea
continues by pointing
out that the Lord is his
“strong refuge”

(lit. “rock fortress”)

* Verse 3 closes with a
repetition of the reality
thatthe Lord is both
rock and fortress (lit.
Mountain Stronghold)

* The Psalmist has
learned in Whom he
can always trust
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Expectations

* The psalmist also uses a
number of words
having to do with
deliverance:

* Verse 2 talks about
deliverance, escape and
salvation

* The psalmist is not
speaking about these
terms in the spiritual
realm, but rather the
physical realm

¢ Under the Law of
Moses the
commandment respect
for the elderly was a
requirement
(Leviticus 19:32)

* The psalmist trusted in
God in every physical
situation, no matter
how bleak

* Justaswearetodoin
the Church
(Romans 8:28)




