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[image: image2.png]Perspective is Important

* Perspective can affect * We can take many

everything that we do perspectives (Eternal,
and understand Temporal, Personal,
 Children are Corporate, National)
particularly prone to * God’s perspective is
perspective problems revealed to us in His
* Often times a problem word
is unraveled simply by * God’s perspective is
viewing it from the never obscured,
correct perspective confused or mistaken.

It is always correct.



[image: image3.png]Moses — The Basket Case

We have seen that each
Psalm was written in a
specific context

This is likely the oldest
Psalm and was written
by Moses according to
the Inspired prescript

Moses was saved by
Pharaoh's daughter

Lived as a part of the
royal household

illed an Egyptian and
fled the country to
become a shepherd

He then encountered
the Lord in the burning
bush and was sent back

to speak to Pharaoh on
God’s behalf

Finally, Pharaoh
released the Israelites
culminating with the
parting of the Red Sea
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* While wanderingin the
desert the people
repeatedly struggled to
have faith in God, in
spite of numerous
miracles and God'’s
visible presence among
them

* Then they refused to
cross the Jordan and
take the land God had
given them.

The results of this lack
of faith was that the
entire generation was
going to die while
wanderingin the desert
They tried to repent

and “make it right” but
it was too late

God allowed them the
consequences of their
choice —this Psalm is
making sense of that



[image: image5.png]Starting in the Right Place (v. 1-2)
* While they have been

* Mosesis going to

evaluate some difficult
and painful situationsin
this psalm, yet he starts
off in the right place

* To a people who never
truly had a home
everyone whom Moses
ed out of Egypt had
ived there as slaves
since birth) this
statement is pivotal

ongingfora
permanent dwelling
and freedom for their
whole lives, Moses
begins by pointing out
that their relationship
with God was much
more important than
their relationship to the
andor a house

“Home is where the
heartis.”
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* Moses concerns himself ¢ Froma human

in this psalm with perspective we often
seeking a right think of the mountains
perspective. as having “always been
* He does this by there” but we know
comparingand that the Lord called
contrastingthe nature them forth
of God with the nature ¢ “formed” means to give
of man birth to — recognizing
o God is first seen to be God as the Creator is
eternal and not subject vital to understanding

to time. who He is.
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* “Everlasting” here
translatesa word that
could be brought across
as “eternity”

Moses knew that God
exists fully outside of
time (Ex. 3:6, 16)

God can interact with
time as He chooses (as
in the case of sending
Jesus Christ to earth)

However, even in His
physical incarnation
Jesus claimed
repeatedly not to be
imited by time

Justas Jesus said,
“Before Abraham was
lLam (ego eimi).”

John 8:58)

Jesus is claiming deity,
and freedom from time




[image: image8.png]The Gospel of John:
seven statements by Christ, ‘I AM”

“I AM the bread of life” John 6:35

“I AM the light of the world” John 8:12

“I AM the gate” John 10:7.,9

“I AM the good shepherd” John 10:11,14

“I AM the resurrection and the life” John 11:25

“I AM the way, the truth, and the life” |John 14:6

“I AM the true vine” John 15:1,5

| AM = “egb eimi”, in these passages & in
the Greek Old Testament in Exodus 3:14




[image: image9.png]Just in Time (v. 3-6)

* |n contrastto God’s

perfect eternality and
freedom in regards to
the confines of time
and space—man is
always subject to time
and space

The fall caused our
relationship to time to
be a painful one,
though it was not
originally meant to be

* “Destruction”

translates a word that
means “pulverized
material, dust” which
mirrors Genesis 3:19

While Methuselah lived
nearly a thousand
years, to the Lord that
isnot any more
considerablea time
span than a moment

* Good perspective!



[image: image10.png]Good Perspective

* Understanding how
brief and fragile our
lives are helps us
understand how
incredible it is that God
would take time to care
for us.

Our time on this planet
is compared to grass
which would grow and
fadein the spaceof a
day.

With that correct
understanding we can
come to the word of
God and realize that He
is not like us.

His word is more
reliable than anything
we can see or touch
which is all fading away
(Isaiah 40:6-8)

This is the eternal
perspective.



[image: image11.png]God’s Anger (v. 7-12)

* The next section

focuses on the fact that
they are in the situation
that they are in
because of their own
sinful choices

These people who saw
God partthe Red Sea
would be buried in the
desert, never receiving
the promised rest

Verse 8 highlights the
reality that their secret
sins were well known to
the Omniscient God

Here their “secret” was
an attitude of unbelief,
whatever they said with
their mouth, God was
not deceived.

Chafer wrote, “Our
secret sins are open
scandalin Heaven.”
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* Here, in bearing the
result of their attitude
of unbelief their lives
pass away seemingly
uneventfully

Moses notes that the
average life span is
around 70 years

This is not a dictation, it
is an observation of the
averages

* |n a fulfillment of the

promises of the Law
Moses lived to be 120,
Aaron 123 and Joshua
110. Their faithful
obedience resulted in
longevity

Yet, Moses points out
that even an
extraordinary lifespan is
not that remarkable in
light of eternity.
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* The NASB translates
verse 11 as “Who
understandsthe power
of Your anger and Your
fury, according to the
fear that is due You?”

* Aswe saw when we
studied Revelation,
beholding the wrath of
God gives us a fuller
view of God’s character
and draws us closer to
Him.

* Verse 12 tells us a part
of gaining wisdom —
which is understanding
our limitations in view
of our eternal God

“

* “heart” here is a term

for the immaterial part

of a person. (Will,

emotions, mind, etc.)

* This reinforces the
truth that there is no
wisdom apart from God




[image: image14.png]Any Last Requests? (v. 13-17)

* Even though Moses * Though they recognize
knowsthey are that God is just in His
experiencing the results choice not to send this
of their unbelief he generation into the
knows that the only promised land, they still
worthwhile satisfaction seek after Him
comes from the Lord. * God, in His grace, love

* “Mercy” here translates and power, is willing
a Hebrew word that and able to satisfy and
means “love in action” establish them in spite

or “lovingkindness” of their situation.
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* This prayer makes a
great deal of sensein
light of the author and
contextin which it was
written

* But what application
can we draw from it?

* We can draw the same
assuranceand
understanding of God’s
greatness and our
limitations.

* We can be assured that
God in His character is
always merciful, always
gracious, always loving

* We can know that the
life that is ours in the
Lord is independent of
any circumstances

* We can trustin the Lord
as our “dwelling place”
based on the work of
Jesus Christ.
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