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* Ask 20 people what
they think the church is
and you are likely to get
20 different answers

* Very often the church is
confused with the
buildingin which a
church may meet

* Some think church is
simply a place for social
gatherings

Others look to churches
to administrate certain
key moments in life

(like birth, marriage and
death)

Some look to the
church merely for
entertainment

For others the church is
simply a place to make
business contacts
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* Fortunately the Bible * We will begin our study

gives us a great deal of by looking at two
specific information important concepts in
about what the church understanding the
isand what we are to Church

be about. * The Universal Church

* Inthe comingweekswe « The Local Church
will be looking into the
Bible for a greater
understanding of what
the Church is all about

* Once we understand
this basic distinction we
will have a firm basis
for moving forward.
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The universal church is the church as God sees the
church, as His creation and accomplishment. In
terms of time it extends from the day of Pentecost
until the day of the rapture, when the Lord Jesus
Christ shall take His church — living and dead — to be
with Him for eternity. It includes people of differing
anguages, tribal and ethnic groups, and races — all
those who have, do or will believe that Jesus Christ
died on the cross, was buried and raised on the
third day as recorded in the Scriptures. The
existence of the universal church is based upon an
eternally established position in Christ for each of
those who believe.
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As part of the universal church, the local church
consists of those who gather together for the
purposes God intends to fulfill. The local church is
founded upon geographical considerations. God
intends these local churches — local gatherings of
those who believe —to use in one another’s lives.
The people in each local church are gifted by God to
equip and to serve. God has provided in His word a
clear design for many aspects of its leadership,
function and purpose. The local church exists based
on the eternally established position that all
believers have in Christ but its implementation s a
matter of condition.
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There was once a
moment when the
universal church and
the local church were
one

Acts 2 describes this
time in human history

The Holy Spirit indwelt
believers

Peter gave a sermon

3,000 people were
saved

At this point, everyone
who had placed faith in
Christ was in Jerusalem

Many, however, were
visitors and had to
return home.

The Church at
Jerusalem, however,

remains the focus of
the book of Acts.

Acts 8:1-2 marks a
distinct change.



[image: image7.png]Persecution

* The martyrdom of * Acts 9:31

Stephenbeginsalarge o |n this passage we have
scale persecution of the  three regions

churchin Jerusalem. mentioned.

* Thisoccurrence cgused * This views the universal
the church to begin to church (expressed in
fulfill Christ’s words in several local churches)
Acts 1:8 and they began  in three larger areas

to scatter throughout

Judes and Samaria * |nthe book of Acts Luke

moves easily between
* New local churches the two concepts.

were planted
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* Aswe look at the * In this passage Paul is
epistles of Paul we find writing to the local
that they are usually church but describing
addressed to a local the universal church
church body * Ephesians 3:20-21

* However, they contain  « Here Paul is describing
information that is both something that is true
specific to a local of every believer in
church, or descriptive Christ (universal
of the universal church. church)

* Ephesians 1:22-23 * But how can we know?
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Universal Church
* Absence of Locality

* Statements of “we”
and “us”

* Statements involving
our position in Christ

* Unchanging

Local Church

Reference to Location

Examples of
characteristics of a
specific body

Specific references to
people or occurrences

Change
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1 Corinthians12:12-13 «

This was written to the
local church that was
meeting in Corinth

The focus of the
passageis universal

“ONE body” “ONE Spirit

“We were all...” the
focusis on our unity
throughout the
universal body of Christ

Ephesians 5:22-32

Here the love of Christ
for the Church (His
bride) is the example
for the love that
husbandsare to have
for their wives.

This outlines Christ’s
sacrifice for the entire
universal church — aka
the Bride of Christ



[image: image12.png]Where’s the door?

How do we get intothe <« Atthat moment you
were blessed with
every spiritual blessing

universal church (or the
universal body of

Christ?) .
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 .

At the moment you
trust Jesus Christ for
salvation some amazing
things happen

Romans 6:3-6 .

You were baptized INTO
Christ. (Identification)

Ephesians 1:3

The handoutin the

(0]

back outlines the many
things that became true

f you when you

trusted Jesus Christ

P

aced permanently

into the universal
church.



[image: image13.png]Where is the other door?

* Once a person knows
the Lord it is the most
natural thing for that
person to seek
fellowshipin the Lord

* Thelocal church is the
organism that God set
up to minister to
believers and reach out
to the world.

* Many have mistaken
the building for the
body

* Many have mistaken

the “Sunday Service”
for the body

Romans 12:4-5

In the local church we
are to be involved in
each other’s lives

Using our respective
spiritual gifts.

The local church body is
not meant to be a
“spectator sport”
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Universal Local
Church Church
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local fellowship
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* The first application * Asthe coming studies
should be to establish will reveal, we are to
where you are, and get each be involved in
where God wants you both the process of
to be: being built up and

* In a personal building up the body.
relationship with God * We are collectively to
through Jesus Christ be looking to the Bible

* In the fellowship of a by the illumination of
local church body that the Holy Spirit to find
is teaching the Word. outwho we are, and

what part we play in
the local church body
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The bulk of this study
will be concerned with
the principles provided
in Scripture for what
life looks like for us in
the church. Including:

The Purpose of the
Church

Baptism and the Lord’s
Table

Church Governance

* The Roles and
Qualifications of Elders
and Deacons

* The Spiritual Gifts and
their use in the Body

* Biblical Worship for the
local church

* Thisis a vital study in
God’s amazing grace
provision for our lives
and growth in Christ!




