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Duty and Desire (v. 4-5)

* Verses 1-3 Describe this
blessed man, verses
four and five talk about
the duty and desire.

* The Jews were
commanded to
diligently keep their
gaze on the Law
(Joshua 1:8)

« “Diligently” here is
literally “keep, very
much” describing total
obedience

* Verse 5 opens

emotionally, expressing
deep desire to know
God and please Him

The psalmist longs to
keep the statutes, or
guidance, of the Lord

Notice that the author
of this Psalm is pleading
with God for the ability
to please Him. He sees
his own inability to
please God on his own.
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Free From Shame (v. 6-8)

* Were the psalmist able
to perfectly keep every
statute He would never
be convicted in his
heart when he studied
the Torah.

* Forthe Believer in Jesus

Christ today our ability
to be unashamed is
based, not on our
righteousness, but His.

* When we put our faith
in Jesus Christ, God
judicially applies
Christ’s righteousness
to us.

* When we walkin sin, as
believers, it is on the
basis of this fact that 1
John 1:9 says “He is
faithful and just to
forgive us...”
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Results

The psalmist then
commits himself to
praising God with
upright heart as the
goal of studying the
word.

The word for “praise” is
a word picture of raised
hands

The occasion for praise
is learning the word of
God, and His judgments

* Inverse 8 the Psalmist
declares his intent — he
intends to keep
(observe) the statues of
the Lord.

* The statement of this
section is a plea for
God’s grace.

¢ Knowing of his own
inability to keep the
Law perfectly, he
appealsto God’s always
gracious character
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”Beth”

* Verses 9-16 begins the
second section of this
psalm—which is the
subjective application
of the “aleph” section.

* While the Aleph section
starts with a generic 37
person example, the
Beth section begins by
referencing the
psalmist, himself.

* In this section we see
the Psalmist apply what
he has learned in the
first section

* The desire for the
Lord’s word are fulfilled
and perpetuated

* The desire to praise the
Lord is fulfilled

* The prayer for
continued grace is
repeated.
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Getting Squeaky Clean (v. 9)

Verse 9 opens with the
conclusion based on
the information of the
last section

Here the author refers
to himself as a ‘young

’

man’.

However, whatever age
is meant by “young”
the applicationis not
limited to age.

* Here “cleanse” isin an
intensive verb form.
“make his way squeaky
clean”

* The questionis
answered — by “taking
heed”

¢ Thisincludes knowing,
protecting, watching
and observing the word
of God.
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Sought — Treasured — Taught (v. 10-12)

The psalmist confesses
that he is wholehearted
in his efforts to seek
after the Lord.

Many try, or claim, to
seek after the Lord
through experiences,
through works or
disciplines, but here we
see that knowingthe
Lord is found only in
Bible study.

* The word “hidden”
here has the sense of
“hoarded treasure”

* For the Psalmist he
longed to put the Law
to memory so as not to
transgress against it

* Forus, we ought to put
the Bible to memory to
know who we are, and
always have a response
to those who would ask
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Praise and a Request

The desire of verse 7 is
then fulfilled as the
Psalmist praises the
Lord.

“Blessed” here has the
sense of adoring praise
being due the Lord
based on Who He is.
LORD here is the
personal, redemptive

name of God - Yahweh.

* The Psalmist repeatedly
acknowledges his
inability to meet the
task set out for him

* Therequestin verse 12
is for the Lord to
instruct Him — giving
understanding

* This word for “teach” is

related to the “rod” as
aguideandisinan
intensive form.
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Declare-Rejoice (13-14)

In verse 13 the task of
declaring the word is
undertaken.

The word declare could
be brought across
proclaim, but it literally
means “to count”

This saint knows that
part of what the Lord is
equipping him for is
telling others.

* The word is, again

compared to riches.

There is nothing on
earth that can compare
to the joy and fullness
and life that comes
from studying the Bible

It causes the Psalmist to
rejoice in all of his ways
and exult in his passing
days.
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Meditate — Delight — Remember (v.15-16)

As we have seen, the
Bible never uses
meditate in the
“emptying” sense of
the word, but rather
the sense of filling.

“Contemplate”- has the
idea of “gazing with

pleasure” at something.

“Delight” also has a
sense of a loving gaze

¢ Each of these three

words are in the
present tense and
could be translated as
such.

“forget” means “to
neglect”

The Psalmist sees the
tendency of man to
neglect the most
important things once
we have them.
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What Is He Making You?

We can see that the Old
Testament saint, living
under the Law of
Moses, sought to be
conformed perfectly
and completely to the
statutes of the Law.
The Lord is his delight.
We know that we in the
church are being

conformed, but not to
the Law...

Our walk with the Lord,
far from conforming us
to a set of 8, 10, or 613
commandments, is
conformingus to a
person.

We are being
conformedto the
image of Jesus Christ,
by His grace.
Transformed by the
Word, conformed by
our circumstances.
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Psalm of the Word

Psalm 119:1-16
Aleph-Beth
August 7, 2011
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Welcome to the LOOOOONG Chapter

* Psalm119is the
longest chapter in the
Bible having 176 verses
(8 verses per Hebrew
Letter)

* Another Acrostic Psalm
(like Psalm 32) —
structure and beauty

* Authored anonymously
—however the Psalm IS
biographicalin nature

* The authoris a Hebrew
living under the
administration of the
Law of Moses

* As he narrates his story
and experience with
the Lord and His word,
we will see similarities
and differences

* Chester McCalley called
this “the Old Testament
Pilgrim’s Progress”
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The Word The Word The Word

The chief message of
this psalm is the power,
authorityand
importance of the
Word of God.

The author uses many
different words to
describe the Bible:

The Law (torah)

The Word (dabar)

The Testimony (adhah)

The Precepts (pikudh)
The Statutes (hok)
The Commandments
(mitsvah)

The Judgments
(mishpat)

* Note that the longest

chapterin the Bible is
about the Word of God,
the power and wonder
of Divine Revelation.
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‘Aleph’ and ‘Beth’

* These two sections are

the perfect starting
point for this
masterpiece in praise of
God’s Word.

The first section that
we are going to study is
‘Aleph’, which describes
the objective perfection
of the word.

There is a strong
statement of desire in
this section.

* The ‘Beth’ section is
characterized by
appropriating the
information in the first
section.

* This section discusses
the subjective power of
the word in the life of
the author.

* Here we see the
process of Observation
—Interpretation —and
Application
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Aleph (v. 1-3)

This Psalm begins with
a blessing, much like
the first Psalm does.

Notice the verb “walk”
—a metaphor for the
common conduct of
life.

The Israelites were to
walk “in the Law of the
Lord”

The Church Age saint
has a “walk” as well
(Gal. 5:16; Eph. 4:1)

The second verse
echoes the sentiment
“rhyming” the idea of
kept testimonies with
seeking God
wholeheartedly.

“Seeking God” is here
synonymous with Bible
study, which is the case
in all ages.

Blessing is tied to
perfect outward
conformity to the Law




