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Broken Soul (v. 20-22)

* “Mysoul breaks”isan ¢
intense expression that
meant something o
different than today’s
reader may think.

* Inthe Biblicalidiom the .«
idea of the soul
breaking was a signal of
intense desire

* Thelevel of “longing” is
extreme

The focus then turns on
the “proud”

Pride is one of the
fastest ways to self
imposed blindness

In all ages, at all times,
pride is something that
the Lord abhors
Matthew 5:3

1 Peter 5:5-7
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Haughty People

The proud person, * “Wanderers” (those

here, receives the whostray) from the

rebuke of the Lord way of the Lord

* Wanderingwas a
powerfulimage to the
Jews—esp. in light of
their fathers’
experiences under
Moses.

Galatians 3:10 « Many fit this

These arrogant people
are described in two
ways:

“Cursed”

Deuteronomy 27:26

description today
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Removing Reproach

* Until the Lord returns
there will be mockers
on this Earth

* However, the Lord
continually opens our
understanding to
expose the false attacks
of mockers from within
and without the walls
of Christendom:

* Soft Tissue Discovery

Comets
The Geologic Column
The Dead Sea Scrolls
Jericho

« City of David

Ossuary Boxes from the
15t century

Philip’s Tomb

In every field the Lord’s
Word is proven true.
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The “Authorities” (v. 23-24)

“Princes” here means
anyone whois in
authority or a power
position

Those in authority
speak out against the
one who trusts the Lord
The response of the
psalmist, however, is to
meditate on the word

Filling himself with the
word

* This section closes with
an affirmation of the
reliability of the
sufficiency and the
reliability of the word
of God

* While we may be
criticized for it, we will
continueto operate
with the assurance that
God’s Word IS sufficient
and trustworthy.
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Daleth (v. 25-26)

The next section opens
with a cry of
desperation

“clings” here is
translated “cleave”
elsewhere (Gen. 2:24)
“lam married to the
dust”

At this low point the
psalmist prays for God’s
revival

* The request for revival
is made according to
God’s word.

¢ Inorder to pray
effectively we must
know what the word
says, and what the Lord
has actually promised

* We must understand
what the Lord IS doing
to understand what He
will do.
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Counting again

“declared my way” has
the sense of “counted
my ways”

A deliberate
consideration of every
moment of life is given
here

The Lord responds here
to a day by day life of
faith according to the
Bible

¢ “Teach me Your
Statues” is a repetition
of the request made in
verse 12.

* How many times have
you read the Bible?

* The Psalmist affirms
something for all ages —
we must be continually
taught and in study of
the Bible.
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Understand (v. 27-28)

Again, the psalmist
pleads for
understanding.

Thisis more than justa
knowledge of the word,
but rather seeing how it
works, how it relates
Thatis why the psalmist
“meditates” on the
word always
Ruminating, repeating
and re-reading

* Next the psalmist says
his soul “melts” which
implies a “wasting
away”

* The processes and
situations of life will
often cause us to come
to the end of our own
resources

* The Psalmist, rightly,
looks to the word for
strength
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Remove and Grant (v. 29)

“Remove from me the
way...” NOT “remove
me from the way...”

Not just “lying” but all
falsehood.
Ephesians4:15

Notice that the
understanding of the
word is something the
Lord grants “graciously”

¢ Thisis very similar to
2 Corinthians 10:5

* The Psalmist is aware of
a battle that is going on
in his own mind, and
we must be also

* The most central battle
that we, as believers,
fight is the battle that
rages between worldly
thinking and biblical
thinking
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Get Some Exercise! (v. 30-31)

* These three verses are
characterized by the
psalmistactively using
his will.

* “Chosen”...“I have
laid”... “I will cling” ... “I
will run”

* The Psalmist has been
struggling with
persecution and
tribulation

His response to this
difficulty is an overt
and repeated act of his
own will to seek after
the Lord and His word

Intense vocabulary and
grammar are used to
describe the actions of
the psalmistas he
considers his response
to difficulty
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What Will We Do?

* Forthe Psalmist, life’s * The system that we are
challenges were met by tolive inis nota law

going repeatedly back that dictates our
to the word, and the actionsin every
Law of Moses, as his situation
operating direction for  « Aswe focus on Christ
every situation through His word we

* As believers today we find that we are able to
also need to run and trustin His life, His
cling to the Word for power within us always.

our direction e Romans12:1-2
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Courage Under Fire

Psalm 119:17-32
The Book of Psalms
August 14,2011
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It takes Courage

It takes courage to
stand up for what we
believe

The world system
mocks and derides us
on several points, yet
we stand firm.

The existence of God
Creation Debate
Noah Flood

Nation of Israel

The Deity of Jesus
Christ

The Gospel

The reliability of Biblical
Prophecy

This passage discusses

whatis worth standing
up for, and how to do it
The Psalmist is our

example, and tells us
how.
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Bountiful (v. 17-19)

The psalmist opens this
section with the
request that God deal
with him bountifully.
This request was based
on God'’s character and
pastactions

Here the psalmist gives
himself the only title he
is going to take in this
Psalm — “Your servant”

* Theresult of the
gracious bounty of the
Lord is that the poet
may live a full life

* The result will be that
heis able to keep and
observe the word

* The psalmist recognizes
his utter dependence
on God for everything
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Eyes Wide Open

The next request is for
vision

The form is intensive
The issue of spiritual
sightis a valuable and
vital one in scripture.

Jesus spoke about it in
John 9:41

Paul wrote about
spiritual vision in
Ephesians 1:18

* Therequest for clear

vision is so that
wondrousthings can be
seen in the Lord’s word
“wondrous” here
translates a word with
the sense of “beyond
comprehension”

Do we see things like
thatin the word?
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In the Negative

In verse 19 the psalmist
declares himself “a
stranger”

In any age, believers
are strange.

1 Peter 2:11

The next request is that
the commandments of
the Lord be not hidden
from the psalmist.

¢ Isthe Lord hiding his
commandments?

¢ Given the verses that
came before, it is clear
that understanding of
the word is being
sought after

* Sin can veil our eyes as
we come to the word,
keep us from seeing
what it truly says




