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[image: image2.png]Acting ‘Christian’

How should believers * Our faith is built on the
act? Who decides? facts of God’s word,
Nice? Wimpy? Placid? and our feelings follow
Boring? Dry? afterin accordance
Unemotional? with who we are in

Where do we derive Chr|s’F )
these ideas? Fromthe ~ * Emotionsare a vital

culture or from the and important part of
Bible? who God made us, but

He didn’tintend them
to lead, but rather to
follow

The relationship
between Fact, Faith and
Feeling is important.
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This section of the
psalm focuses the
psalmists reaction to
the world that mocks
the Bible

Verse 49 opens up with
the prayer that God
would ‘remember’

Recall vs. Reactive
memory.

“Remember, and ACT!”

Notice that the psalmist
boldly claims what is
written to him.

God is then credited for
making the poet trust
in the word.

God had made the
promises

God had always been
faithful

God had left the saint
no alternative but trust
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The next thing the
psalmist notes is that
the word is his comfort

The word “affliction”
here has the idea of
intentionallyinflicted
pain.

The word comfort
means to breathe
deeply — a sigh of relief
Isaiah 40:1; Ps. 23:4

50-51)

Revive carries the sense
of nourishmentand
restoration

This comfort and revival
are found in the word
in spite of the derisive
words and actions of
the “arrogant”

Who is arrogant?

The poet is not
convinced by their
mocking.
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* The psalmist turns
away from the mocking
words of the arrogant
and remembers the
Lord’s word from “old”

In light of “new”
arguments, the Lord’s
revelation is seen here
as predating and thus
being more trustworthy

They are sourced in
Yahweh, the self-
existent One.

* Here the writer
comforts himself by
returning to the word

* Another principle: We
must know what the
Word says in order to
rely upon it.

* Waiting for the test to
find out what the Bible
says about difficulty,
trials, suffering and the
word is painful and
inefficient.
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* Notice first the * Here we see the source

response of the
mockers personal
attacksin verse 51 —
this is not a terribly
emotional response

In verse 53 the psalmist
gets really angry

“Burning Indignation”
drawson the image of a
burningtempest or a
great desert storm.

and the reason for
appropriate anger.

* This anger that has

“seized” (forcibly
grasped) the psalmistis
sourced in the wicked
forsaking the Lord

* Heis angry at them,
and for them

* Ephesians4:26-27
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* In spite of the personal
attacks, and in spite of
the strong emotion
invoked by the haughty,
the Psalmist is able to
worship

* Thisis a sign of godly
versus ungodly anger
* Godly anger does not

disrupt fellowship with
God

* The Psalmist’s heart still

sings

the greatness of

Gods wonderful word.

* “The

ife —
oses

house of my

Pilgrimage” is a picture
for this entire earthly

the writer never
perspective

* Securityis found in the

Lord and in His word,
the mocking world is no

surprise.
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* The word isn’t the only
thing that is actively
remembered.

The name of the Lord is
also a subject of the
psalmist’s meditation

The names that by
which the Lord
describes Himself give
great insight into His
characterand action

“Night” here doesn’t
limit his contemplation
of the Lord to the dark

hours

Rather the Lord is
remembered when
everyone else is
sleeping.

It is always profitable to
meditate on the Lord
and His character.



[image: image9.png]Appropriation (v. 56)

Verse 56 highlights the
goal of Bible study.

When we study the
Bible we start by
Observation

Language, History and
Culture.

We move to
Interpretation, finding
the intended meaning
in the context of the
original author

* While there is one

correct interpretation
for each passage there
are as many
Applications as there
are situationsin life

The final, and most
overlooked, step is
Appropriation.

This is where we say

with the psalmist “This
has become mine.”
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* The Heth section of this * “portion”is an
poem highlights important Hebrew
devotion to the Lord, in word, which means
both word and deed “landshare”

* Another principle is * The Levites were given
reiterated here: We no territory in the land
cannot know God apart of Israel because the
from knowing His word. Lord was to be their

* The Psalmist here relies portion. (Num. 18:20;
on the sufficient word Deut. 10:9)
of God in every * Church age believers
situation. have and are a heritage

(Ephesians 1:11-14, 18)
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“Sought” here is an * Next the psalmist
intense seeking, a deep considers his own ways.
longing desire, and * Thisinvolves the mind,
active pursuit critically looking at the
“Favor” here is literally thoughts, words and
the “face” actions that

The look of approval characterize one’s self.
and blessing * Self examinationis an
The psalmist seeks the important part of the
Lords grace on the basis  life of every believer

of the word. (1Cor. 11:31-32)
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* The next principle that
is put forth is the
rejection of
procrastination

* The word “hastened”
here sounds like our
English word “rush”
and has the same
verbal sense of
“hurrying” to conform
to the word.

The wicked seek to trap
the writer but he turns
his eyes to the word.
“Midnight” is
referencing the darkest
part of the night

In the dark hours, while
everyone else sleeps
the psalmistis
overcome with
thanksgiving and praise
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* “companion” here
means two that are
“knit together”

* The closest friends of
this man are those who
also know the Lord’s
word and honor Him

* Thisis similar to the
exhortation of Paul in
2 Corinthians 6:14

* Fellowshipis often

mi
an
en

stakenas anendin
d of itself, which is
tirely unbiblical

Biblical fellowship
(spiritually constructive

fel

owship)is gathering

aroundthe Lord and
around His Word.
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* With the proper
perspective we see the
Lord’s grace and mercy
around every corner

* The psalmist sees the
Lord’s love and grace in
every situation because
he is totally immersed
in the word of the Lord

* Knowingthe Lord gives
us the correct outlook
on life.

This section closes with
the often repeated
request for continued
teaching.

You may think he would
have gotten it all down
by now...

We may think that we
have the word all
figured out

As saints we need
continual teaching.




[image: image15.png]Application

* |n each section the
psalmist has seen how
he must rely on the
word, and how the
word of the Lord is
trustworthy

* Trusting the Lord
through every manner
of difficulty and
disgrace he shows us
that the Bible is
sufficient for every
situation.

When we go to the
word we behold our
positionin Christ

We see that we are
fully justified by faith,
because of the work of
Jesus Christ

When we look at our
trials we are able to see
His hand at work
through them

We behold Jesus Christ.
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