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* Thatis the challenge

* As humans we are
subject to time

* Itisinthe present
moment that the Lord
has provided for us to
have fellowship with
Him.

* Yet, when it comes to
suffering we most often
wantit to end, or at
least know when it will
end.

that th
in this

e psalmist faces
passage.

He knows God’s word,

he kno
charac

ws God’s
ter and he knows

God’s ability.

But he

wants to know

when this trial is going

tocom

etoanend.

This section is full of

drama

and emotion.
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Our key word in this
section is “faints”

The Hebrew word
behind this word is
used three times

V. 81 — my soul faints
V. 82 — my eyes fail

V. 87 — they almost
made an end of me on
the earth.

* This word means “to be

finished, to be at an
end, to be spent, or to
be exhausted”

tis repeated here in
three different contexts
and the idea being
communicated is that
the psalmist is fully at
the end of his own
resources.
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nverse 81 whatis
“failing” is the soul of
the saint.

The word for soul is
nephesh and is related
to the words “throat”
or “neck”

Here it is used for the
immaterial part of man
that contains the
intellect, emotions and
will = hence soul

The soul is failing for
“the salvation” of the
Lord.

This is not spiritual
salvation, as we
understandit in the
New Testament

This is God’s provision
in the situation of the
Psalmist with those
who are attacking him.

Yet he hopes in the
word.
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* Hopeis one of the
essential needs for any
human being.

* The Hebrew word for
“hope” here means
iterally to wait.

* While the end of his
trial is not in sight, the
psalmist places his trust
in the Lord, as the only
hope.

Biblical “Hope” is never
an “l hope so hope.”

Biblical “hope” is a sure
thing

Romans 5:1-5

1 Corinthians 13:13

As believers our hope is
in Christ, and our
identification with Him

The word is our hope in
dark times as well.
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The eyes of the
psalmistare also failing
from his faithful digging
in the Scripture.

Humanity always seeks
after instant

gratification.

n pursuing the Lord the
Psalmist exhausts his
eyes, asking “When.”
Not “Will you?”, not
“why?” but only
“When?”

He describes himself as
being “like a wineskin in
smoke”

He feels neglected, and
forgotten

While honest with his
emotions he does not
forget the Lord’s word

He then contemplates
the length of his days

Asking, again, when the
Lord is going to act.
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* Hasthe psalmist lost * In desperation the
faith in these verses? psalmist cries for the

« When he looks at the Lord with a cry for help
actions of the arrogant ¢ Usingthe same word
he knows that they are for “fail” in verses 81-
out of line with God’s 82 the wicked are
will and character trying to “finish” the

« Digging a pit wasa psalmist off
metaphor for trying to * Heis not questioning
trap and harm the Lord’s ability, but

someone rather His timing.
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|u

“Revival” means to
“recover, repair and
restore”

This request is made
according to the
“lovingkindness”
(hesed) of the Lord

The Lord is always
gracious in His
character

Law & Grace

The reason for this
request was so that the
psalmist may keep the
testimony of the Lord’s
mouth

“keep” — observe,
maintain, hold to

“of your mouth” — the
nature of the Word

2 Timothy 3:16-17
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* “settled” gives the
image of a pillar, or a
tower, firmly
established and set

* The next section wraps
up three sections on
the suffering saint with
areturn to the
character of the word.

* Emphasisis on the
word “forever”

* The Bible comes out of
the eternal perspective,
though it was not all
written at that point

T
b
h

T

“

T
a

he placement of it’s
eing settled is “in
eaven”

here are three
heavens” in the Bible

hisis talking about the
bode of God
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* The Lord is eternally
“faithful”

* Literally this carries the
idea of “firmness”

* The Lord’s dedication to

the redemption of
mankind outlasts the
passing generations of
people—He is
unchanging

Creation is again
highlighted here.

“established” — means
setin place and
references the Creation
week as described in
Genesis 1 and 2

“abides” identifies God
as the sustainer of all
things

Col. 1:15-17;John 1:1-3
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The psalmist then * The word is the poet’s
reiterates the Lord’s “delight”

workin continuing all  Thisis in an extreme
things on earth verb form

Genesis 8:22 * The result of his faith
They are His “servants” and delight in the word
in that they continue, was that he did not
and abide by and perish in tough times
according to His will * The word that sustains
Romans 8:20-21 everything sustains the

saint.
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* Here the psalmist has
received what he
requested in verse 88

* The same word for
“given me life” is found
in the request for
“revival” previously

* The word was where
the psalmist searched
and found life therein

“l am Yours, save me”

The psalmist asks for
delivery from the
situation on the basis of
a relationship

With all saints, at all
times, in all ages, the
Lord desires for us to be
in relationship with Him

This relationship is
pursued in the word.
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* The temptation to * This section closes with
distractionis always a confession of the
present. total adequacy of God’s

« Every moment provides ~ holy word.
an opportunity, and * “consummation” here
also another option. means the the “far

* Here the malicious reaching extremity”
attacks of his enemy * “perfection” is about
cause the psalmistto completeness
than a chance to focus “broad,” that is
on them. infinitely wide in scope

and magnitude.
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In the Church we find
that we, also, are
complete.

Colossians 2:9-10

We find our position in
Christ revealed to us
onlyin the Lord’s word

Itis where we are in
Christ that we are
blameless, righteous,
whole, and blessed
(Ephesians 1:3-14)

* |tisin Christ’s

sufficiency that we find
the answers to difficult
times.

What good could come
of this?
What is my direction?

Why do | feel so
horrible?

Trials force us to rely on
Christas He is revealed
to us in His word.
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