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* People hinge a great
deal of importance on
intelligence

* We give grades, have IQ
tests, degrees, and
titles because of this
value

* Just like any other kind
of vanity, intellectual
vanity is silly and
destructive

Here the psalmist
focuses on true
wisdom, intelligence
and understanding

Biblically these words
have very little to do
with a person’s cranial
capacity
Wisdom, intelligence
and understanding are
defined as being in line
with God and His word.
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The Mem section opens <« “Love” here is the word

up with a BIG used for God’s
exclamation point! unlimited love for
While there is no mankind.
punctuationin the * Meditation

Hebrew text, language « Thereisa cyclical
itself provides this relationship between
emphasis the psalmist’s love of
“O! How very much...” the word and

This is exploding with meditating on it
emotion * “all the day.”
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The psalmist then
describes who heis
smarter than:

His enemies
His “teachers”
The aged

Three different words
are used in the three
different contexts

Wisdom — as a concept
(Psalm 111:10;
Proverbs 1:7, 2:6)

* The source of the

Psalmist’s wisdom is
also through the word

“wiser” here is the
typical word for
wisdom — knowledge in
action

Contextually, the
enemies of the psalmist
come in relationship to
his dedication to the
word
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* “understanding”in * “understanding”in
verse 99 is a verse 100 is a word that
circumspect literally means “to
intelligence that is able separate” and focuses
to come to a good on discernment
conclusion * “the ancients” is a

* Itis unlikely that he euphemism for those
means his teachers in who are physically aged
the word * Wisdom does NOT

* These “teachers” are (necessarily) come with
those who peddle age
worldly wisdom and * He “keeps” the word

“practical advice”
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* Inverse 101 we see a * From a Biblical
stark contrast between perspective the wise
godly wisdom and man isn’t the one who
worldly wisdom knows something, but

* Froma worldly someone who knows
perspective a person somethingand lives it
can be called wise out.
because he looks wise, ¢ The psalmists feet are
or says heis wise. used to illustrate his

* His wisdom is not day to day conduct
generally evaluated. * Every evil way is what

he refrains from.
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“not departed”

Denotes he is already
standing on the word

This is similar to the
concept of spiritual
warfare in the Church
(Ephesians 6:13)

The battle is to stand

on the completed work
of Jesus

“You Yourself taught

”

me

* The Psalmist again

compares the word of
God to honey

The psalmist values the
word above riches,
power, esteem,
pleasure, worldly
wisdom, et al.

The Psalmist here has
developed a “Sanctified
Sweet tooth”

* Eatall you want!
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Returning to his theme
the psalmist again
reiterates that this
wisdom is not from
himself, or his own
work or intelligence

We see the saint ought
alwaysto be humblein
two ways:

In relationship to God
In relationship to man

* Theresult of this

wisdom is that the saint
has opinions about the
other ways

Thisis far from the
“mutually respecting”
politically correct”
sensitivities of today.

“

The psalmist hates
every false way,
because that is truly
loving.
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This section chiefly
concernsthe
faithfulness to the word
under any
circumstances

t starts with the
familiar verse

The repeated image of
ight

Shedding some
Historical “light” on
these verses

* Once again the use of
imagery of his “feet”
and the “path” deal
with the day to day

conduc

t being affected

by the witness of the

word
All Sain

ts look to the

Lord for light, as light
(both spiritual and

physica

)are His

creation and posession



[image: image11.png]Swearing in the Bible (v. 106-107)

* Here the psalmist binds

himself by oath in
fidelity to the word.

* The word “confirmed”
means literally “to
stand”. He is tested
and has endured

* The psalmist then
recommits himself to
“keeping” the
commandments

The psalmist then
claims to be afflicted

The word very much is
an intensifier —this is
not just “a bad day”

Dedication to the word
brings opposition
Notice the repeated
prayers for revival (life);
the psalmist goes to the
Lord for revival and
refreshment daily.
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Verse 108 is in an
interesting place.

Verse 107 introduces
the psalmist’s affliction

Verses 109-110 outline
persecution and
affliction

n verse 108 the
psalmistis setting forth
a “freewill offering” of
his mouth.

* There were five major
categories of offerings
in the Old Testament:

—The Burnt offering
—The Grain offering
—The Peace offering
—The Sin Offering

—The Guilt offering

* One manner of peace
offeringwas a
voluntary offering
based on thankfulness
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* “Life” here is the same

word we looked at last
week translated “soul”

tis unclear whether
those who persecute
him are intent on killing
the psalmist, or if they
are out to destroy his
reputation, business, or
the like.

* The response s, again,

one of faithfulness to
the word, in spite of all
consequences

Thisis a clear value
statement: The Psalmist
values knowing the
Lord above his own
physical life or
prosperity
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* Many waited their
entire lives for their
inheritance (or
heritage)

* But the Psalmist
already took hold of his
heritage, which is the
word of God

* They bring joy and
cheerfulness to his
heart.

This section closes with
a reiteration of the
desire to live in
accordance with God’s
word

He emphasizes that this
choice to know and
serve the Lord is a
lifetime task

While he could easily
compromise, he
chooses not to do so
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* |Inthe Mem section the
Psalmist declared
boldly the value of the
word

* Stating the study and
application of the Bible
as the source of
wisdom

* The Nun section
logically follows by

dedicatingto that same

source.

* Dedicationto the true

word of the Lord always
bring enemies

From slander and
mocking, to overt
attacks and physical
violence, we should
never be surprised
when the world hates
Biblical truth

But we should NEVER
be ashamed of what we
believe.
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