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* The importance of
prayer cannot be
overstated in the life of
the believer

* Thesaintof Israel had a

special place before the
Lord and had the
tremendous blessing of
taking his needs before
the Living God of the
universe

* As we have seen, the

Psalmists pray about
everything.

Additionally, we have
seen that the various
psalmists allow
themselves to get very
emotionalin their
prayers

God wants us to be
authentic with Him.
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* The theme of this

section is, very clearly,
the reality that God
would hear the saint’s
prayer

The psalmist praysin a
very emotional and

powerful way in this
section

. 145-147)

* “Crying out” is exactly

what it sounds like — an
emotional outcry to the
Lord

* The reason the psalmist

bothers crying out to
God is because he
nows God cares

* The church age saint
can learn much from
how the psalmist prays

* Theidea of “crying out”
is mentioned 3 times
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* The first cry is said to
be with the whole
heart

* The heartis used in
different contexts in
scripture for the mind,
the emotions and the
will.

* Thisfirst cry is with all
three of those elements
fully involved.

The request to be heard
is then made

There is a sense that
this petition has
already been made and
the psalmist has not
been answered yet.

n the inspired text, the
psalmist has been given
the directive to wait

He continues to cry out
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* |Inverse 146 the
Psalmist directs his cry
to the Lord

* The request here is to
the Lord for salvation

* Given the context of
this psalm and the
nature of prayer,
physical salvation from
enemies is likely in view

He is before the Lord in
the early morning with
his petitions

The third instanceis a

di
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pe of cry

Notice that each cry is
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The psalmistis keptup ¢ Quite to the contrary,

all night the meditation on the
The reason for his word reveals the
wakefulness is to fill character of the Lord
himself with the word * He hears the saint’s

Is the psalmist saying, “I voice

did this, therefore You * “lovingkindness”
must hear me?” (Hebrew — chesed)

Sometimes we may be ¢ “revive” — restore my
tempted to think along vitality.

such lines. * “justice” — lit. judgment
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* The psalmist brings the
same group that he is
constantly before the
Lord about — his
enemies

* Those who trouble him

are defined as following
after wickedness

* Notethatit’s not
personal, it is their
wrong relationship to
the word that is
troubling

They are

“closing in”

Those who are coming

neartot
far from
and that

The com
psalmist

he psalmist are
God’s word,
is a problem

fort of the
in his

approaching enemies is

that the
“near”

Lord is already

The word is again
associated with “truth”



[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]Forever (v. 152)

* This passionatesection ¢ Whatthe psalmist has
concludes with a known to be the case
renewed statement of “since the very
trust in the word of beginning” is that the
God word is established, set

* “known” here is by out and laid down.
perception— He has * “forever” here
seen it translates a word with

o “of old” can be the idea of “from fading
translated as “from the in to the fading out”
first” or “from the very  * From eternity past to
beginning” eternity future.
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* The Resh section * The Psalmist repeatedly
changes the focus to returns to the Lord for a
the three-fold request restoration of his life
for revival. * The Lord is the author

* We have a great deal of and creator of life
connotative meaning Genesis 1:20-28)

attached to the word « Death, Biblically, is

“" H ” .
revival separation from that

* “Revive” is the Hebrew ife (Genesis 2:17)
word chaiya = whichis  « Need for connection to
the word for “life the Lord is not a “one

time thing”
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* The psalmist knows
that the Lord is not
ignorant of his situation

* Deliverance and
redemption was
something the Lord
characteristically did for
Israel

* Asa part of that group
he appropriates God’s
actions personally

* We in the church can

work similarly

Ephesians 5:25,
“...Christ also loved the
church and gave
Himself up for her.”

fyou have placed your
faith in Jesus Christ this
morning you can take
that verse very
personally.
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* Salvationis far from the

wicked

* Thisis stated as an
axiom, a simple
statement of truth that
requires no proof

* But the grounds for
their hopeless position
is NOT on the basis of
their wickedness or
their actions.

The problem is their
lack of relationship to
the word of God

Salvation is far removed
because they are
removed from the
revealed Scripture

“The measure of one’s
distance from God is
determined by one’s
relationship to God'’s
word.” (McCalley)
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* Here the word “great”
means both “big” and
“plentiful”

Extreme language
describing God’s
characterand His
tender mercy”

«".

“Tender mercy” is
related to the idea of
“Mother love” — caring,
sacrificial, gracious

156)

The first request for
revival (v. 154) is made
in light of “Your word”

Here, the second
request is according to
the Lord’s “judgments”

Clearly these two are
parallel statements

Mishpat — verdict,
judgment, custom,
pattern, The Word.
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* The chief subject of this
Psalm is clearly the
adequacy, perfection,
and miracle of the Bible

A result of this reality is
that dedication to the

word brings enemies.

All but three sections in
this massive chapter
discuss the reality that
those who reject God'’s
word affect the
Psalmist personally.

“persecutors” — means
“one who runs after”

“enemies” —
adversaries — bullies

“treacherous” — “those
who act under cover”,
deceivers, betrayers

“disgusted” —
detestable, disgusting
All because of their

rejection of the word of
the Living God.



[image: image15.png]Loving the Truth (v. 159-160)

* The psalmist then
wants the Lord to
perceive how

affectionate he is about

the word.

* His love for the word is
notan ideal — it is
observable.

* The third request for
life is on the basis of
God’s chesed —

(lovingkindness, grace)

Verse 160 twice
emphasizes the
reliability of the ENTIRE
word of God

“Entire” — “from the
very start” and by
implication — to the
very end

“Every one” — each
individual word

Eternal truth is revealed
in the word of God.
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In these sections the
psalmistcries out to
the Lord on the basis of
His word

Our scripture reading
and our prayer lives are
directly interconnected

If one is lacking, the
otheris lacking also

God desires that we
would “cry out” to Him

His word is where His
loving character is
revealed

We worship the same
God the psalmist does

His love for us, and
desire to hear us is no
less amazing

It is on the basis of our
closeness to the word
that we approach Him.




