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[image: image2.png]Funny thing about a ship...

* The usual core
function of a ship is
to go somewhere

* We often consider
our relationships as
static

* Mother/Child;
Boss/Employee;
Teacher/Student

Fellowshipis always
dynamic

There canbea
“close” relationship
with “distant”
fellowship

True fellowship is not
related to distance

Christian fellowship
has a goal.
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* Paul begins this
relationship with
thankfulness

* Christian fellowship
is a gift

* “inall my
remembrance” could
be rendered “in my
whole remembrance
of you”

Fellowship Secret #1:

Do you regularly take
time to thank God for
the blessing of those
we share fellowship
with?

Do you take the time
to communicate that
thankfulnessto
them?
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* Paul regularly prays
for these saints

* Thisword repeated
twice in verse 4 has
the idea of “laying
supplication before
God”

* “joy” — delight,
gladness

Joy is part of the fruit
of the Spirit

Fellowshipis one way
in which the fruit of
the Spiritis
manifested

Fellowship Secret #2:
Joyful, regular prayer
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* Paul then references ¢ “the gospel” —The
their “participation” Good News

* Koinonia — * They have been in
partnership, fellowship with Paul
communion, and his mission from
fellowship when he first met
supportas a full present
partnershipin what * Fellowship Secret #3:
the Lord is doing * Involvement (both
through Him ways)
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* Paul writes he is * “perfect” — mature,
“confident” — fully complete
persuaded * Paulis letting them

* God began this know that their
“good work” in them investmentin the

* In the context this Gospel workis an
seems to be their eternal investment
participationin his * “the Day of Christ

ministry Jesus” — The Rapture
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The Faith, Facts,
Feelings train

Paul’s affection for
the saints at Philippi
is right on the mark

“feelings” — literally,
“think”

“in my heart”

“heart” —the whole
immaterial part —
thoughts, volition,
emotions

They share a deep,
intimate communion

Fellowship Secret #4:

Let your brothers and
sistersin.
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[image: image9.png]Where He Has Taken Them

* They have been .
partakers with him
through: .
* Imprisonment— His
bonds, trials,

hardships

* Defense — explaining *
and expounding .
apologia)

Confirmation—
“Establishment”

“Partakers” — the same
word in verse 5 plus the
particle meaning
“together”

Fellowshipin Grace
Fellowship Secret #5:

We stand shoulder to
shoulderin God’s Grace



[image: image10.png]Can | get a witness?

Paul calls upon God,
as the infallible source
of truth

He longs for them

“affection” — literally,
“innermost parts”

Jesus is the source.
Fellowship Secret #6:
Love with Christ’s love

Paul then tells them
the content of his
prayers for them (v. 4)
“love” — agape —
God’s love

Paul heaps on
intensifiers

n real experiential
nowledge
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* Ontop of growing
real knowledge, Paul
prays that they
would grow in
discernment

* Discernment —
“Judgment of the
Truth”

* To know the truth
and reject lies

Do truth and love fit
together?

Ephesians4:15

For believers, resting
in the Spirit, truth in
love never contradict
one another.

Fellowship Secret #7:

Pray for their greatest
good
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* The result of God * The logical result of
answering Paul’s this examination of
prayer is given in their reality will be:
verse 10 * sincere (simple) and

* They will “approve” blameless (nothing
—to test or examine said against)

* “Excellent” — * At the Rapture and

Valuable, worthwhile Bema Seat of Christ
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* “filled” inverse 11is *
a perfect passive

* Perfect—a
completed past .
action with ongoing
results

* Passive— The subject *
is acted upon

We have no
righteousness of our
own to offer God

We must be filled
with Christ’s
righteousness

Just as fruit grows
from a healthy
branch
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* Abidingin Christ—
His life lived out in us
—is the only fitting
way to praise God

* “Glory” —The
Radiant Essence of
who God is.

* “Praise” -
Commendation

Crowns are given to
church age saints based
on how they rested in
Christand allowed Him
to work through them

Revelation 4:10

Abidingin Christ now
glorifies God, and
expands our ability to
worship Him in eternity.
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* Thank God regularly
for the peoplein
your life — tell them
aboutit

* Bein joyfilled
regular prayer for
them

* Beinvolved (both
ways)

Let your brothers
and sisters in to your
close councils

Remember your
shared position

Love them with
Christ’s love

Pray/desire their
greatest good
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