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Colossians 1:25-29
Ephesians4:11-16
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Is the church meant to
be:

A Social Club?
Bible Teaching Place

A Moral Compass for
individuals or society

A center and spring
board for social
activism of some form

Political-Judicial entity

Soul-winning center
Gaming activity center
Social Services center

Religious ritual
dispenser.

The Church has been
shaped by many extra-
biblical factors over the
years

We are seeking the
Biblical information.
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* The first passage that
we are going to look at
in answering this
guestionis the passage
of scripture that is on
much of our literature

* Colossians1:25-29

* This of course is being
written by Paul
regarding his ministry
as an Apostlein the
church.

Verse 25

Note: Paul was “made a
minister”

The universal church is
the beneficiary of his
ministry

His goal is the

preaching of the word
of God

n verse 26 Paul defines
the content of his
preaching.
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* Paulis proclaiminga * Theidea of God being
mystery. glorified through the

¢ But the mystery is not gentiles in this way
mysterious...it was would have been
unknown to saints shockingto the Jew
before, and revealed in * “Christin you, the hope
the Church of Glory.”

* God wanted to make * The Spirit of Christ
the riches of his glory indwells every believer,
clear among the and this is the source of

gentiles our life.
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Paul sees the core of his
ministry to proclaim
bring the message of
Christ) to people.

Then He defines what
that looks like

“Admonishing” —
placingin the mind

“teaching” —instruction
and direction

“all wisdom” — wisdom
is applied knowledge,
and all of it is available
in Christ

“present” — literally. “to
give a standing”

“perfect” — literally
“complete” “mature”

But who is receiving all
of this?

EVERY PERSON
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This is the purpose that
Paul is working towards

“striving” —
epiagonizomai— |
agonize over this
“inaccordance” in full
accordance, reliant
upon, God’s power
God is the one thatis
working mightily in
Paul, doing the work in
and through him.

Applications:

The purpose of the
churchis to produce
people who are
admonished, taught,
and fully aware of the
full council of God

Mature believers, not
just mature leaders.

Maturity comes
through learning and
applying biblical truth.
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* Ephesiansis the chief
revelation in the Bible
regarding the design,

function and purpose

of the Church.

* Ephesians4:11-16
focuses on the gifting
that God has given the
church

* Thisis God’s provision
for the church to meet
its purpose.

God gave “Apostles and
Prophets” these are the
two offices by which
revelation (the Bible)
has been given.

These gifts are for a
foundation (Eph. 2:20)

When the Bible was
completed these gifts
ceased in function

(1 Corinthians 13:8-10)
These gave us scripture
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* “Evangelists” — these * The word was given
are gifted to share the (apostlesand prophets)
gospel with others ¢ The word was spread

* “Pastorsand Teachers” (evangelists)
literally, “pastors, that (pastors/teachers)
is teachers” or “pastors, Why?
who are also teachers” o,

* “equipping” —

* Thechief role of a
pastor (or elder) is to
be a teacher

preparing, perfecting

* “works of service” —
everyone is a minister
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The purposeis thatthe ¢ Americans often pride

Body is built up themselves on their
(edified) rugged individualism
Note how success is * Thisidea is entirely
defined here inappropriate for the
Numerical growth? Saint of God.
Financial success? * Our goal IS believing

the same thing — that is
beholding Jesus Christ
more clearly together.

Touchdown Passes?

Believers attaining to
THE unity of THE faith
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* Aswe grow to see the .
Lord more clearly
through His word we
will grow in His likeness &
andimage

* “mature” has been
translated as “perfect”
—mature is preferred

* The goal is that each of
us grow up in the image
of Christ

Paul describes
immaturity in verse 14
and maturity in 15-16

Immaturity is to be a
child — with a view to
understanding

Nautical terminology
makes the immature
person pitched to and
fro and spun about by
circumstances and
teaching.
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* |n counter distinction to

the “spiritual infant”
who is cast around by
every teaching that he
or she hears

The mature saint
conducts him or herself
totally in truth and
totally in love.

Truth without love, is
waste, love with out
truth is loss.

The purpose behind
everything the local
church does ought to
be the question, “Does
this encourage us to
grow up in all aspects in
to the image of Jesus?”

God wants to use every
single believer for this

purpose of building up
His body.

What is your part?
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* The clear teaching of
scripture reveals not
just what the church is,
but whatitisn’t

Given this information,
is the purpose of the
church only to
evangelize?

Clearly not, just as the
purpose of your body is
not just to be a hand

* Are we goingto be

going out of our way to
bring the unsaved in
the church or equipping
the saintsto go to the
unsaved?

Should we be spending
the church budget on
advertising?

What should happenin
the morning service?
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* FCBC will continue to

function as a local body

of connected
individualsin
of Christ

* We are going

continueto behold the

Lord through
and place our
Him continua

the body

K6}

His word
Faith in

ly

We are going to
continueto grow in the
likeness of Jesus Christ,
individuallyand
corporatelyand use our
respective spiritual gifts
to minister to each
other and to the world

Showingthe love and
life of Jesus Christ.
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