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This psalm has often
been used to say things
that it was never meant
to say

This is a highly personal
prayer

Take this personally!
The desire to be known

and loved is a basic
human desire.

Outline:
God knows David-v. 1-6

God is all knowing,
present everywhere,
and all powerfulv. 7-12

God made David
v.13-18

God’s enemies are
David’s enemies v.19-22

David Needs the Lord
v.23-24
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Earlier in our study we
took time to study the
character and life of
avid

he shepherd

he king

he man after God’s
own heart

D
T
The warrior
T
T

Yet some skeptics
question David’s
existence.

* The Biblical record

really is enough to
confirm the existence
of David

The Tel Dan Inscription
D

refers to ‘the house of
avid’

The Mesha stela
includes 2 likely
references to David

King David is confirmed
by real archeology.
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The opening section of
this Psalm discusses
whatthe Lord knows

his Psalm focuses on
od’sunchanging
haracter

- o0

husitis a very easy
salm for us to
terpret and apply

hisis directly
pplicablefor usin the
hurch

5 O

O -

The focus is on how
very well the Lord
(Yahweh) knows David

Searched — penetrating,
deep knowledge - to
spy out —examine

The first verse sets out
the theme for the
psalm.

God knows David, and
David illustrates this
thoroughly



[image: image5.png]God knows

* David uses a figure of

spee
meri

ch here called
sm

* "synecdochein which

tota
cont

* The
seve
sayt

ity is expressed by
rasting parts”

psalmist uses
ral illustrations to
hat God knows him

com

pletely.

Knows his sitting and
rising (and everything
in between)

Has to do with his
physical situation

God is aware of his

complete thought life
with understanding

God comprehends
(compasses) David’s
paths, resting and ways
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God also knows what
David is going to
say...before he says it!
Is this deterministic?

No! Foreknowledge
does not mean fatalism

The Psalmist is “hedged
in” - literally this means
confined

The Lord’s care and

power is before and
behind him.

* Ratherthantry to
reconcile God’s
knowledge and
sovereignty with his
own ability to choose,
he confesses it is too
amazing to understand

* We get in trouble when
we try to figure
something out that
Scripture says we will
not figure out.
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The next stanza focuses ¢ David knows that he

on the nature of God. cannotwalk, norrun
In Theological from God’s presence.
language: * The dimensions of
Omnipresence (God is heighth and depth are
everywhere) immaterial
Omniscience (God is all * Evenif David could go
knowing) faster than the speed of
ight, he knows he

Omnipotent (God is all

would not ‘outrun’ God
powerful)

* “The end of the ocean”
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* David twice emphasizes
thatin these most
extreme circumstances
the Lord is still in
control.

The Lord’s handis a
symbol of His strength,
power, and ultimate
“final say” on
everything

“Lead” “hold” — not
fatalistic

David tells us why he
isn’t afraid of the Dark

We depend on light to
be able to see.

The Lord’s perception
does not depend upon
light entering through
the eye — His
perception is perfect
Ephesians 3:14-21

Romans 8:38-39



[image: image10.png]God — Creator (v. 13-18)

* David then

acknowledges God as
his creator

This is a picture of
God’s process of
creation that is
beautiful, intimate and
important

This is part of the basis
for David’s great faith in
God

* God formed David

down to his organs

“covered” — weaving
together — God weaves
little lives together in
their mother’s womb

David affirms God’s
great creative and
caring ability in
marveling at his own
physical body
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* David continues to use

this amazing language
to describe how he
came into being.

* David looks at his own
body and finds reason
to praise the Lord

* These verses also
define very clearly
when a life begins —in
the womb, at
conception.

David again emphasizes
God existing outside of
time altogether.

God knows exactly how
ong each person will
ive as He is not subject
to time like we are

God’s thoughts are
precious to David, he
treasures the word

God’s knowledge is
innumerable
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* Here again, the reality

* The final stanza actually
goes through verse 24,
however, the last two
verses serve to sum up
the entire Psalm

* |nthese four verses
David turns to those
who oppose the Lord

* They are against himin
action, thought, word
and disposition

is made pla
New Heave
New Earth

in, until the
ns and the
there will be

rebellion and hatred of

God

David reject
utterly — ha

perfectly —
them for re

s them

tes them
oathes
jecting God

God’s enemies are our

enemies.
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* Theidea of someone
nowingus fully and
completelyis a
terrifying thought

* Ourwords, thoughts
and actions so often
betray our desire to do
whatis right

* Theidea that God
nows all this is more
frightening as He is
qualified to judge us

Yet David welcomes this
divine investigation.
Why?

Is David perfect?
Clearly not.

David knows God'’s
character, knows that
God is gracious in
nature

He welcomes God'’s
correction in all
humility
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As believers we often
feel the pressure to be
perfect.

The Lord is not after
our ‘pretend
perfection’ (Isaiah 64:6)

David understood that
the Lord desires us to
be in authentic

relationship with Him

Hosea 6:6

The Lord Jesus Christ
made the same point

Luke 18:10-14

Paul understood this
same reality when he
penned Romans 7:18

We must be authentic
with God and each
other, not pointing to
ourselves, but to our
perfect Savior.
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