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[image: image2.png]More about the Ministry

* Qur last study * Moving forward Paul
focused on Paul’s tells them a bit more
celebration of true about his ministry

* He highlighted their of his suffering and

connectionto and difficulty
participationin his « We also see the
ministry effects of that

ministry
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* Paul opens with his
desire — this word
has the sense of
determination

* Paul is determined
that they would
now about his
circumstances

* Thisis nota “Woeis
me” sob story

Paul’s situation is less
than desirable

Under house arrest,
chained to a guard

Yet he informs them
that this difficulty has
turned out for the
“greater progress” of
the Gospel

“Striking out”
pioneering
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* Paul doesn’t sight * When the system

the injustice as the chains Paul to a
cause of his chains praetorian guard he
« Nordoes he sight only sees another
the false accusations opportunity
of the Jewish * They hear himin his
leadership conversations
* Heis there “for the * Thisis a chanceto

cause of Christ” let everyone know
about Jesus
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* The spread of the
gospel by his hand is
not the only effect of
Paul’s imprisonment

* Others are stimulated
to action by Paul’s
example

* They see the Lord
providing for Paul and
trustin Him

This established trust in
the Lord gives them
courage

Not just “more” but
abundant courage to
speak the gospel
fearlessly

Psalm 118:6

Reverent knowledge of
God renders all other
fears inoperative
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Paul then highlights
the response and
motivation of two
groups of people

One is motivated by
envy and strife

“envy” - jealousy

“strife” — contentious
and divisive

Paul knows that their
desire for “selfish
ambition”

Among these are the
legalists who would
want to have people
under their control

They seek power,
money, or fame

Slandering Paul and his
ministry of grace.
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Others have a * Theseare ableto
motivation that is recognize the nature
from “good will” — lit. of Paul’s ministry
“pure motivation” » He was set in place
Their source of for the purpose of
motivation is love defending the
Agape — God'’s love Gospel

This is not selfish, but * Paul defendsthe
God centered gospel with his
motivation thoughts, words and

actions— his life.
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Paul’s response to
these two groups is
remarkable

He could have
chosen to launch
into a diatribe about
those of wrong
motivation

nstead he responds
with joy.

Paul recognizes
God’s ability to work
through even the
most fractured
motives

Paul is able to rest,
even rejoice, in the
sovereignty of God

Paul meets every
situation with joy.
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* Whatis your
situation?

* You are there by
God’s design, for the
pioneering of the
gospel.

* Asyou rest in Christ
and proclaim Him
others will be
encouraged

* We

may be tempted

to be overly critical

oft
mo

he thoughts and
tivations of other

believers

* Rat
our
we
mo

her than concern

selves with them,
examine our own
tives

* Rejoicingin all that
God is doing.




