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* |In the New Testament,
church age believers
are given two
sacraments

Each is a memorial
observation of the
Lord’s accomplishment
on our behalf.

We will be looking to
the Bible to understand
these two memorial
acts and their meaning

* These two simple

memorial observations
have been warped and
misinterpreted
throughout church
history

Many of these
accumulated
mythologies directly
contradict scripture.

Fortunately we have
the Bible, which is clear
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* Baptismis a word that * Baptizo — means “to

we get into English dip” or “to submerge”
directly from the Greek Aristophanes used this
baptizo term for plunging a cup
* Often times when a into a bowl of wine in
word is broughtinto the 4th century BC.
English it takes on a * Polybius used it in the
“mystical” association 274 century for a sunken
* In this way much ship —immersed
mythology has been * In 150 BC it was used
built up surrounding a metaphorically for a

very simple concept city flooded by calamity
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* |nthe centuries

followingthe New
Testament era
misunderstanding
quickly multiplied
The idea that water
baptism had some
spiritual power or
effect quickly arose

Some thought it was
the water baptism that
washed away sins.

* Sprinklingbecame

accepted as the
method, in spite of all
historical opposition

Baptism of infants
became the common
practice, even creating
elaborate mythologies
surrounding what
would happenif a child
were not baptized.

* As well as others...
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* Though there are other
applications of the
word “baptism” in
scripture we will be
studying water baptism

* In Acts 2 believers were
baptized when they
placed faith in Jesus

* By the 2" and 3
centuries this became
highly ritualized

* By this time water

baptism was denied
until they had been a
believer for some time

* This began to carry the

idea that water baptism
contributed to salvation

Baptisms began to be
carried out only by
established “clergy”
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Looking at the biblical
teaching on salvation,
we see water baptism
having no bearing on
the issue.

John 1:12;3:16; 5:24;
20:30-31

Acts 16:30-31
Romans5:1; 10:9

1 Corinthians 15:1-5
Ephesians 2:8-9

* Thereis further

evidence that baptism
had no saving power in
1 Corinthians 1:14-15

Thiswould be a
remarkably morbid
statement if water
baptism had any
bearing on salvation

Clearly, water baptism
isnot a saving act.
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If water baptism has no
bearing on salvation,
then why should we
observeit at all?

Acts 8:35-39

The Ethiopian official
was overjoyed to get to
participatein this
physical picture of the
truth of our salvation

It’s like a wedding.

* Why do we gather

everyone we know
together to observe the
exchange of wedding
vows?

The Lord gave us this
beautiful physical
illustration of our
identification with
Christ that we are
privileged to observe
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Like baptism, the Lord’s
table is presented in
both the gospels and in
the epistles of the New
Testament.

nitially, our Lord
presented it in the
context of observing
the Passover the night
before He was crucified

Paul also wrote about it

Mythology quickly
sprung up here.

These myths include:
Transubstantiation
Consubstantiation

Impanation

* Each of these views

suggests some sort of
mystical/magical power
in the observation.
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While these
descriptions may sound
impressive, the Bible is
quite clear on the
meaning and purpose
of the Lord’s table.

Luke 22:19-20

Notice the symbolic
language being used
here.

“remembrance”

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Paul received this from
the Lord! This was
direct revelation to Paul

The symbolism is no
less plain here

“remembrance” —
memorial is in view

The Lord chose two of

the most basic physical
actions to remind us of
Him and His sacrifice
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* If the celebrating the
Lord’s Table is merely a
memorial, why bother?
Can’twe just
remember him without
the symbol?

* No! Many incredibly
important things
happen when we
observe the Lord’s table

* We remember Him!

* We take time to restore
ourselves to fellowship

with Him
(1Cor. 11:28-31

We remember Hi

death and our
identification wi
init.

We look forward

S

th Him

to His

return forusint
Church.

ne
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* The Lord knows our

hearts (Psalm 139)

In our flesh we are
forgetful, stiff-necked
and rebellious

As we look at these
simple, yet important,
memorial observances
they remind us of the
Spiritual reality that is
eternal. (2 Cor. 4:18)

* We take every

opportunity possible to
celebrate and
remember our
identification with
Christin His Death,
Burial, Resurrection,
Ascension and Seating

In this we are
preoccupied with Christ
in worship of Him.
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John Ritual (Mt. 3:11) John the Baptist Water Repentance
Jesus Ritual (Mt. 3:13-17) John the Baptist Water Righteousness
Believers Ritual (Mt. 28:19) ABeliever Water Body of Christ
Noah Real (1 Pet. 3:20f) Jesus Christ Ark Positional Truth
Israel Real (1 Cor. 10:1-2) God Cloud& Sea  Moses

Cup Real (Mt. 20:20-23) God Cross Sins of the World
Fire Real (Lk. 3:16-17) Jesus Christ Fire Judgment

Spirit Real (1 Cor. 12:13) Jesus Christ Holy Spirit Body of Christ




