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This foundational study ¢ We examined the

has already covered a symbolic sacraments
great amountof ground  that the Lord has given
We have made the us to remember Him
determinationthatthe * Now we are ready
Bible contains a great move on to another
deal of information major point that has
aboutthe Church caused endless
We examined the difficulty in Church
nature of the Church. Historyand in the
Church today.

Universal and Local
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* Many mistakes about
the church government
have come about
because of larger
theological errors.

* Many different forms of
Church government
have been proposed
and each of them will
claim to be Biblical

* How can we know?

Episcopal — (Greek —
Overseer, Bishop)
Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Methodist,
Orthodox, Anglican
Congregational — by
congregational vote
Baptist, Mennonite

* Presbyterian (Greek —

elders)
Reformed, Bible Church
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Historically speaking
the episcopal form of
governance arose by
the end of the first
century

Individual men began
to take positions of
authority over a
number of churches.
They called themselves
“bishops” (episkopos)

* The ultimate end of this
was the development
of the Roman Catholic
church; here the bishop
of Rome took on an
increasingly central role

¢ The Orthodox church
developed in parallel
with this and many
protestant churches
took this model when
they “broke off”
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* When churches in * This church governance
northern Europe either form has continued
remained or broke free especiallyin places
from state churches where it is culturally
and more politically appealing
dominated churches, * This system is especially
they sometimes appealingin countries
established churches where democracy in
with a congregational some form has been
form of governance. established as the

* The church vote was governance for the
conducted in various national government.

degrees.
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The Presbyterian form
of church governance
looks to elders to guide
the church, who have
been appointed to the
position (typically)

This form looks to the
local congregational
level for governance,
eitheras a partofa
larger denomination or
an individual body.

* Thisform of church
governance also tended
to be among those of
northern European
influence, originally
from Calvinistic
churches.

* Of course there have
been mixes and mix-
ups ever since and
churches have been
governed in other ways
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* While there have been
many variations of the
three major forms one
common factor is to
have a single “head
pastor” or “senior
pastor”

* In this case other
leaders will act under
his authority to some
degree or the other

* The Pastor will serve at
the direction of the
bishop, congregation or
elders, as the form of
church governance may
direct.

¢ In other churches the
head pastor takes on a
position of singular
authority above all
others.
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(noun) (verb)

Greek  presbuteros episkopos ~ poimen  poimaino

Acts 20:17 Acts 20:28 Acts 20:28
Eph. 4:11
1Tim. 3:1-2
1Tim. 5:17,19
Titus 1:5 Titus 1:7

1 Peter 5:1 1 Peter 5:2 1 Peter 5:2
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The first claim that we
will examine from
Scripture is whether
there is a difference in
office between
Overseers (or Bishops)
and Elders.

In Acts 20:17-38 Paul
calls the Elders from
the church at Ephesus
to him in Miletus to
give them some
information

¢ Acts 20:17
¢ Acts 20:28-31
* Paul addresses this

plurality of elders and
tells them the Holy
Spirit made them
Overseers, and then
tells them to Shepherd
(Pastor) the flock
Clearly, thisis a
distinction of function,
not of office.
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Paul left Titus in Crete
to help establish sound
churches

Titus 1:5

Titus was told to
appointelders (plural)
in each city.

Titus 1:7

In describing the
character of the elders
he calls them overseers

1 Peter 5:1-2

Peter exhorts the elders
as the leaders of the
congregationas a
fellow elder

He then gives them two
duties

Shepherding
(pastoring)

Overseeing

These are all functions
of the same office.
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People have been
scrambling through
scripture for years to
find some support for
church voting

After all, it just sounds
so American...it must
be right, right?

Acts 6:2-6 is the only
thing even close

This is concerning the

appointment of
deacons

* Thetrouble is that we
have no evidence of a
vote.

* Given the nature of the
complaint (that the
Greek widows were
being overlooked in the
distribution of food)
seven Greek men were
chosen

* The Apostles (acting as
elders) appointed them
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Some churches have
elders and deacons,
others elders and no
deacons, others
deaconsbut no elders.

There are two primary
passages on deacons
Acts 6:1-6

| Timothy 3:8-13

The word Deacon
comes from the Greek
word for “servant”

* We see deacons being
putin place in Acts for
the purpose of seeing
to the physical needs of
the church so the
Apostles (acting as
elders) wouldn’t be
distracted from the
ministry of the word.

¢ 1Timothy describes the
high character
requirements for
deacons.
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Deacons are an office
that arises with need
within the church body.
In the case of Acts 6
someone was needed
to oversee the
distribution of food

In 1 Timothy 3 Paul
gives instruction
concerning deacons

But not in Titus.

* Thereason for this is
obvious: The church at
Ephesus had been
around for some time
when Paul wrote to
Timothy, and the need
for deacons was there

¢ Titus was appointing
eldersin Crete, an
island that had just
heard the Gospel — that
was their pressing need
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The Biblical model of
church governance is as
follows:

Appointed Elders are to
be doing a number of
things:

Teaching the Word
Watching over the
congregation’s spiritual
needs

Protecting the flock.

* Deaconsare to be
seeing to the physical
needs of the church
(including property
held by the church)

* Sothat the elders are
able to focus on the
teaching of the word.

* Thus, everyone plays a

partin the goals set out
in Colossians 1:28
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For some, biblical
church governance
sounds scary, or
violates some
traditional idea that
they have stuck in their
mind.

How are the elders to
lead the congregation?
Dominating, divisive
and argumentative
people are disqualified
from eldership.

¢ The character of an
elder and the nature of
New Testament
leadership are quite
different than the
world’s standards

* Biblical leadershipis
focused on “speaking
the truth (lit. truthing)
in love” (Eph. 4:15)

* Under-shepherdingas
stewards of the Chief
Shepherd.
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