[image: image1.png]Elders and Deacons

Titus 1:5-9
God’s Word on God'’s Church
December 4, 2011



[image: image2.png]What we saw...

* God has somethingin
mind for church
governance

A plurality of elders
who are overseeing and
shepherdingthe local
church body

Deacons, as they are
needed, see to the
physical needs of the
body.

There is no hierarchy
mongst the elders

a

They are to be
appointed (recognized)
by other elders

The Bible also gives the
character qualifications
a

nd necessary gifting
for elders

This is a picture of
spiritual maturity
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First things first:
Acts 20:35

1 Timothy 3:1

1 Timothy 5:17

Being an elder of the
church is HARD WORK

Itis also “messy”

This is part of the
reason why no one
should ever be
pressured into
becoming an elder

Three major passages
discussthe character
qualifications for elders
1 Timothy 3:1-7

Titus 1:5-9

| Peter 5:1-4

These are imperatives —

not optional character
requirements

These are present tense
—not who he WAS
before, who he IS now.
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* Of the three passages * Faithful Children
we will use Titusas the  « Not be self-willed
starting point and then
explore the traits of the
other two lists that
aren’t covered in the
Titus passage

* Not quick-tempered

* Not Addicted to wine
(lit. “not close to the
wine”)

* Above reproach * Not Pugnacious

* Husband of one wife * Nota money-lover

(lit. a “one woman * Hospitable
man”) * Lover of good.
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Sensible * Temperate

Just * Gentle

Devout * Able to manage
Self-controlled household

Holding fast the Word ~ * Notanew convert
Able to teach sound * Well thought of by
doctrine outsiders

Able to refute * Peter adds:
objections * Willing

To these Paul adds in * Not seeking shameful

his letter to Timothy: gain
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An example for the
congregation

Accountableto the
Chief Shepherd.

Itis important to note
that these passages talk
aboutthe abiding
character of Christin
the mature believer

It doesn’t mean elders
are perfect

Elders are to be lovingly
and responsively
eading the flock.

Teaching the word at all
times

Watching carefully
whatis taught and
believed in the church
body

Bringing the body to
“the unity of the faith”
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* The word “deacon” is * They need to be
really a transliteration trustworthy to be
for the Greek word for allowed in people’s
“servant” homes and lives

the local churchistobe ~ Manipulative, dishonest

doing the “works of or destructive

service” deacons are * When appointingthe
appointedto special first deaconsin Acts
tasks 6:1-6 the Apostles gave

« They are entrusted with  their requirements:
church finances * Acts 6:3
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“Good reputation”

In the context of the
early Jerusalem church
this would have meant
by the expected moral
character of Jewish
culture

“full of the Spirit and
wisdom”

Recognized as walking
in fellowship with God

“willing and able”

They must not only be
willing, but able to do
whatit is they are
committing to

1 Timothy 3:8-13
“likewise” — like the
requirements for elders
Not double-tongued

Not addicted to wine
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Not fond of sordid gain

Holding to the mystery
of the faith

Clear conscience
First tested

“One woman type of
man”

Manage their own
children well

Manage their
household affairs well.

* The character

qualifications are very
similar between deacon
and elder

Spiritual maturity looks
the same regardless of
function in the Body of
Christ

Deacons do not need to
be gifted as teachers
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Governancein the New
Testament church is a
fairly simple affair.
Elders leading by
teaching the word,
equippingthe saints,
oving with Christ’s love
Deacons seeing to the

physical needs of the
body

Notice what is missing
from the requirements

“dynamic leader”
“great speaker”
“impressive”
“entertaining”
“wealthy”

None of the flashy
requirements the world
would look forin a
leader matter

God is concerned with
maturity.
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* In many of the church * These positions exist so
models we looked at that everyone is able to
ast week the church use their gifts and
eadershipis expected abilities freely and
to be “doing the properly to glorify the
ministry” Lord in all things.

* Biblical church * Thatwe would all grow
eadership exists to up in all things into the
prepare the saints of image of Jesus Christ, in
the local church for the Whom, and Whose, we

ministry are.
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