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* In this series we have
examined the Universal
Church and the Local
Church

* We saw that it was the
Lord’s desire that every
person place their faith
in Jesus Christ and are
thus joined to the
Universal Church
(2 Peter 3:9)

The Lord’s desire is for
each believer to be
involved in a local
church

Next we discussed how
those churches are to
be governed.

We examined the roles
and character
qualifications of elders
and deacons.
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* Inthe previous studies
we saw, quite clearly,
that the body is to be
growing to maturity
(the unity of the faith)
so that we all can be
doing the “works of
service”

* Justas with your
physical body, we each
play a different role

* Each of our spiritual

gifts play an important
partin that process

The first question to ask
is: “Do you have a
spiritual gift?”

1 Corinthians 12:5-7
Romans 12:4-5

Every believer has a
spiritual gift. And all
gifts are necessary
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There are three major
passagesthat explain
the spiritual gifts

1 Corinthians 12-14
Romans 12
Ephesians4

The clearest
information on the gifts
comes from Paul

First, however, we will
simply examine the
phrase “spiritual gift”

Spiritual

This is not based on the
worldly definition

Of the Holy Spirit

Revealed as the
believer is Spiritual
(Galatians 5:16)

Empowered by the
Spirit (not just a natural
ability/talent)

Only useable when
walkingin the Spirit
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Gift

Gifts have to do with
grace — free giving
These gifts are not
earned

Neither can they be
paid for

They are given by God
and allocated by God

So pride in such gifts is
unreasonable.

1 Corinthians12:31a

This verse has been
translated as if Paul was
encouraging believers
to desire the “greater
gifts”

However, the context
and the Greek actually
read “You are desiring
the ‘great ones’ But |
will show you a better
way
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Next we turn to the
purpose of the gifts.

Clearly every gift must
have two things: a giver
and a recipient

The Giver, in this caseis
God

But whois the
recipient?

The believer who
exercises the gift?

Ephesians4:11-12

The true recipient of
the spiritual gifts will be
the local church body.

The individual believer
is not the recipient —
merely the package in
which the gift is
contained

Our gifts are not for our
own pleasure or glory
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Apostles

Discerning Spirits X

Faith X

Healing X X

Interpretation of Tongues X X

Miracles X X

Prophecy X X X X
Tongues X X

Word of Knowledge X

Word of Wisdom X
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The Apostolic Era gifts
had to do chiefly with
the needs of the New
Testament Church

The New Testament
was yet incomplete

So the Lord provided
other methods for the
care of the early church

Revelation givers -
Apostles, Prophets,
Wisdom/Knowledge

Revelation
Authenticating gifts —
Discerning Spirits, Faith,
Healing, Miracles,
Tongues

When the Complete
word was given those
foundational gifts were
set aside by the Spirit

1 Corinthians 13:8-13
Ephesians 2:20
Jude 3
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Teachers

Helps (service) X X
Administration X

Encouraging X

Giving X

Leadership X

Mercy X

Evangelists X

Shepherds X
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* When we examine the

Church Age gifts we see
how vital each oneis to
the growth and
maturity of a healthy
ocal church body.

* Teachers—To equip the
body to understand the
Bible

* Service — Serving the
physical needs of the
body & those in need

Administration—
Ordering of the body
for effective ministry
Encouraging— Urging
believers to godliness
and obedience
Giving — First of
yourself (time and

emotional energy) and
physical resources

Leadership — Drawing
disciples together



[image: image11.png]Church Age Gifts

Mercy — Giving * One gift (or set of gifts)
undeserved aid to must not be allowed to
others dominate the body or
Evangelists — Presenting ~ be thought of as “more
the gospel with clarity important”

& teaching othersto do * All gifts are to be used
so! in an orderly manner
Shepherds — Caring for (1 Corinthians 14:40)
and overseeing the * If a believer refuses to
church use their gift the entire
Each is needed in the body suffers

Local Church
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There are a number of ¢ When a believer is

“Spiritual Gift Tests” walking by means of
available that claim to the Spirit, the Spirit
be able to help a worksin and through
believer “find their gift” us.

These are not * You will see when the
recommended Lord, supernaturally,
Oddly, this issue isn’t enables you to utilize
even addressed in your gift (or gifts)
Scripture. * Others in the body will
It seems then, as now, recognize it.

believers just know. * Fix your Eyes on Christ.
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