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What about us?

* Under grace we see
that our motivation is
no longer fear of
punishment, but out of
gratitude and the life of
Christ within us and our
homes

* Ephesians6:2-3

* Thisis one of the three
ways the Law is quoted
in the New Testament
context

* Colossians3:20 echoes
this verse, enhancing it
with the reality that
proper family
relationships are
pleasing to the Lord

¢ Fathersare given a
great deal of practical
direction under the
administration of grace

* Fathers would do well
to be mindful of these
words.
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Not Provoking

Ephesians 6:4 ¢ Colossians3:21

One of the key pieces * Here the exhortation is
of guidance that notto be a

believing fathers are discouragementto our
given is not to provoke children

their children to wrath  « children naturally long
Thisis easy to do as a for the approval of their
father, and heavy- father

handed fathering is a *+ AFather’sjob s to
constant temptation encourage his children
Biblical fathers listen and build them up to

well to their children maturity and adulthood
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Father’s characteristics

1John2:13

This passage
characterizes fathers as
knowing God

This is of tantamount
importancein being a
biblical father as the
love that children need
is the unconditional
caring love of God

| Timothy 5:1

* Thisverse, by indirect
applicationshows the
respect that is due to
parents, and fathers
specifically, which can
be especially difficultin
adolescentyears

* Fathers stand for age,
wisdom and experience
all of which must be
respected.
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Child Training

Hebrews 12:7

This verse affirms the
continuingrole of
fathers in disciplining
children.

Discipline differs from
punishmentimmensely
Punishmentis a process
for exacting justice
Disciplineis a tool to
put someone on a right
path again.

* The word used here
could well be translated
“child-train”

* Theidea being that
fathers play a pivotal
role in the loving
formation of a child and
growing them to
adulthood

* The goal of every father

should be a mature
adult child.
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Exhortation and Comfort

1Thessalonians 2:11
This verse invokes the
image of fatherly love
thatis needed in the
home as well as in the
body of Christ
Fathers are looked to
for exhortation,
comfortand imploring
This is vital to healthy
development

¢ Ephesians3:14-15

* These verses are
difficult to bring across
well into English

* Theidea is that God is
the Father of the
institution of
Fatherhood

* Earthly fathers succeed
insofar as they point
their children to the
character of the Father
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The Heavenly Father

* Jesus Christ is, uniquely,
the Son of God, sharing
as a co-equal in the
eternal Trinity

* Genesis 3:15 — begins
to allude to God’s
special relationship
with the Messiah

* Isaiah 9:6 —Tells of the
unique nature of the
Messiah

John 1:14 — Uses the
word monogenes,
meaning one of a kind,
and completely unique
Hebrews 1:5-14
removes all doubt that
Jesus could be less than
the fullness and the
deity of God, forever
united to the Father as
the Eternal Son
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Our Father

* While the idea that God
is the Father of all
peopleis quite popular
it conflicts with the
Biblical revelation

* Only those who place
their faith in Jesus
Christare called
children of God
(John1:12)

* Only a person who has
placed faith in Christ
has God as their Father

* We see in our Father
God everything that we
have ever longed for,
hoped for or desired in
a father

* Heis a more amazing
care taker than
anything we could ever
imagine for ourselves

* Let’s look at the

character of our Father
together this morning
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What Our Father is Like

Acts 1:7 reveals that
Our Fatheris the
keeper of the times and
seasons. He has
appointed when
everything will happen

15 times in the New
Testament alone
“grace” is sourced from
the Father

It is often mentioned
with “peace” and
“mercy”

* When you think of the
ideal Father, do you
think of one who is
readily giving, forgiving,
gives peace and mercy
out of the character of
his being?

* Our Heavenly Father
also gives
understandingand
instructionin
Ephesians 1:9
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Discipline

There is a difference
between punishment
and discipline
Hebrews 12:7-9 tells us
that God cares for us
enough to discipline us
when we are out of
fellowship with Him
Thisis an ultimate act
of love on the part of
God and any parent

* Ephesians2:8-9;
Hebrews 4:16

* Our Heavenly Father
gives us full time 24
hour access, and
included in that access
is attention.

¢ Our Father wants you
to come to Him daily,
cast your cares upon
Him, and trustin Him
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Intimacy

Romans 8:15; * Inthe church, however,
Galatians 4:6 we have been told that
These verses give us a weare to call God as
special insight into our our Father, individually.
relationship with God * Notjust individually,
the Father, through but intimately

Jesus Christ  Abba - could well be
The Israelites would translated “Papa” or
readily address “Our “Daddy”

Father” but never “My = This s the relationship
Father” They that we have been

understoodthe massive  |gokingfor everywhere
difference
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Love

1John3:1

John invites us to
behold the character of
the Father’s love for us
This word manner here
translates the Greek
potapos

The character of the
love is what is in view —
this is the Love with
which you are loved

* The word bestowed
translates a perfect
tense verb for “to give”

* The Lord’s love is once
given and perpetually
valid. The effects will
last the rest of your life

* Incalling us,
individually His children
makes us the object of
His perfect, permanent
love.
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1John 4:10

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
oursins.
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Celebrating Fatherhood

Father’s Day
June 19, 2011
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Earthly Fathers

When earthly Fathers
are considered the first
thing to note is that
Fatherhoodis an
institution which God
created and set up

Therefore, showing
respect for an earthly
father is showing
respect for the
institution that God set
up.

* The first revelation
about fatherhood
comes in the Old
Testament under the
context of the
administration of Law

* While we are not under
Law, the Law of Moses
does show us clearly
much of the character
of God and His design
for our family lives
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“Honor thy Father”

Exodus 20:12 places
respect for earthly
parents as one of the
first 10 commandments
given to Israel

Paul, in Romans 1:30,
sites disobedience to
parents as a pivotal sign
of revolt against God
The Law defined this
reverence that is due to
parents clearly

* Exodus21:15 describes
the physical honor of
not striking ones
parents, on pain of
death

* Leviticus 20:9 prohibits
cursing of parents,
showing them spiritual
respect

* Deuteronomy 21:18-19
dictates how the
community is to uphold
this institution
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In Wisdom Literature

The book of Proverbs
provides general
wisdom that is
applicableto all ages
and times

Much emphasis is
placed upon the
relationship between
fathers and children
Proverbs 1:8 - Fathers
are to give instruction

* Proverbs 3:12
¢ Thisverse highlights

the importance of
disciplinein the work of
parenting

Proverbs 17:6

This verse shows the
relationship of mutual
honorand glory that is
the result of a biblical
father-child relationship




